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Abstract of the contribution: this paper clarifies terminology for avoidance of confusion
Discussion
At SA2#135 some argued that scalability attributes can only be supported by means of OAM so SA2 should not touch them. Or, that these are just indicative targets and then the network can further scale to accommodate any value in excess of the attribute in the field, without any impact on SLA between a NSP (Network slice Provider) and a NSC (Network slice Client).
For avoidance of doubt we report here the definition of the classes of attributes:
	3.2	Attribute categories and tagging
In general, attributes can be categorised into character attributes and scalability attributes. An attribute can be either a character or a scalability attribute but not both:
· Character attributes - characterise a slice (e.g. throughput, latency, Application Program Interfaces (APIs), etc.) and are independent of the Network Slice Customer (NSC) and the Network Slice Provider (NSP).
· Scalability attributes - provide information about the scalability of the slice (e.g. number of terminals, etc.) and are specific for the NSC and the NSP.




And

	[bookmark: _Toc19716993][bookmark: _Toc20144270]4. NEST
Different requirements for the services that a network slice instance should support result to different NESTs. This section lists the most common NESTs with the minimum set of the attributes.
All attributes are grouped based on the following groups:
Character Attributes - the attribute’s value is in the NEST. 
Scalability attributes - the attribute’s value for scalability attributes depends on actual business case and each NSP is responsible for filling in the values.




This is to say that there is no statement that the Scalability attributes can only be addressed by OAM, nor that the Character Attributes can only be addressed by C-plane means. Operators therefore can be free to use the methods that are most appropriate for the handling of the Scaling and the character attributes. In fact, Scalability Attribute clearly are identified here as those that can be subject of contractual negotiation between a NSP (Network slice Provider) and a NSC (Network slice Client). Hence, they match very well with the concept of quota management that was identified in various KIs at SA2#135.

Conclusions
Scalability Attributes can indeed be used outside the OAM domain to e.g. define quotas as in KI#1 and KI#2.
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