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1. Overall Description:

SA2 has defined “network instance” since rel-15. It is used to differentiate Multiple IP domains in N3, N9, N6 interface by the UPF. In particular, network instance is used by the UPF for traffic detection and forwarding when UPF is connected to 5G-ANs in different IP domains, as described in TS 29.244.

In order to indicate the UPF which IP domain/network instance the 5G-AN belongs to, SMF provides the network instance of NG-RAN in the N4 provisioning i.e. PDR and FAR.

However it is unclear to SA2 how the SMF knows the network instance of NG-RAN. We checked RAN3 specification but nowhere mentions that.
SA2 kindly asks RAN3, from RAN 3 perspective how the core network e.g. SMF knows the network instance of the RAN node.
2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.
ACTION: 
SA2 asks RAN3 to provide feedback to the above question.
3. Date of Next TSG SA WG2 Meetings:

TSG-SA2 Meeting #137

24 – 28 Feb 2020

New Delhi, India

TSG-SA2 Meeting #138

20 – 24 Apr 2020
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