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<<< Start of changes >>>
[bookmark: _Toc20204011][bookmark: _Toc27894697]4.4.3.1	N4 Association Setup Procedure
The N4 Association Setup procedure is used to setup an N4 association between the SMF and the UPF, to enable the SMF to use the resources of the UPF subsequently to establish N4 Sessions. The SMF and UPF may exchange the supported functionalities on each side during theseis procedures.
The setup of an N4 association is initiated by the SMF.SMF and UPF may additionally support an N4 association initiated by UPF.
The SMF initiates the N4 Association Setup procedure to request to setup an N4 association towards a UPF prior to establishing a first N4 session on this UPF.
When receiving an N4 Association Setup Request, the UPF shall send an N4 Association Setup Response.
[image: ]
Figure 4.4.3.1-1: N4 association setup procedure initiated by SMF.
The UPF may initiate the N4 Association Setup procedure to request to setup an N4 association towards a SMF prior to establishing a first N4 session on this UPF.
When receiving an N4 Association Setup Request, the SMF shall send an N4 Association Setup Response.
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Figure 4.4.3.1-2: N4 association setup procedure initiated by UPF.
<<< End of changes >>>
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