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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks RAN3 for the LS on Finalization of Direct Data Forwarding feature.

RAN3 has the following assumption.
· In the 4g to 5g direction, the target SMF will inform the target NG-RAN node that direct data forwarding applies by including the (new) Direct forwarding IE and omitting the (existing) Data forwarding not possible IE within the N2 SM container. If the target NG-RAN node accepts this forwarding it will include the (new) list of forwarding addresses per E-RAB in the Handover Request Acknowledge message and the AMF will relay this list over N26 towards the source MME. 
· In the 5g to 4g direction, the source AMF will relay the list of forwarding addresses per E-RAB received from the target MME towards the source NG-RAN node in the Handover Command message. RAN3 understanding is that the source AMF doesn’t need to contact the source SMF to inform of this direct forwarding.
SA2 has analyzed these assumptions and technically endorsed the attached CR. SA2 would like to provide the following feedback:

1) To support the 4G to 5G Handover, SMF support the new Direct Forwarding Path Availability in PDU Session Resource Setup Request Transfer IE in Handover Request message. 
2) In the 5GC, an important design principle is SM and MM separation. AMF handle the MM context, while the SMF handle the SM context. The “AMF relay” and “AMF does not contact the source SMF” means the AMF will handle the SM context and this could break SM/MM separation principle (although one company had a different view on this). Thus SA2 has “technically endorsed” the attached CR to retain MM-SM separation.
2. Actions:

To RAN3:
ACTION: 
SA2 would request RAN3 to inform SA2 if RAN3 has concerns with the endorsed solution.
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