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1. Overall Description:

RAN3 has finalized the stage 2 aspects of the inter-system direct data forwarding between an eNB and an NG-RAN node in release 16. RAN3 has agreed on the following solution:
For the 5g to 4g direction: 
The source NG-RAN node is configured with availability of direct path available towards the target eNB and may be configured on whether 5GC supports the “direct data forwarding” feature. The source NG-RAN node takes the decision and informs the CN. The target eNB allocates forwarding E-RAB addresses.

For the 4g to 5g direction:

The source eNB is configured with availability of direct path available towards the target NG-RAN node and may be configured on whether the “direct data forwarding” feature is supported. The source eNB takes the decision and informs the CN. On target side, the CN informs the target NG-RAN node whether data forwarding is possible or not, and if possible whether direct or indirect was decided. The target NG-RAN node allocates forwarding E-RAB addresses if direct was decided or forwarding PDU session addresses if indirect was decided.

RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to work on corresponding updates in their respective specification. 
2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 groups:
ACTION: 
RAN3 kindly ask SA2 and CT4 to take into account RAN3 agreed solution for release 16 direct data forwarding for inter-system handover and to work on corresponding updates in SA2/CT4 specifications.
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