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Abstract of the contribution: This paper proposes a way forward for user plane small data solutions.
1
Background
FS_CIoT_5G studied various user-plane small data solutions including RRC Inactive and 5GS User-plane optimization (5GS UP optimization). Proposals to select 5GS user-plane optimization [1] for normative work were discussed during the SA2#129bis meeting without reaching a conclusion.

As a consequence, SA2 sent an LS [2] to RAN2 to ask whether RAN2 intends to support 5GS UP optimization and/or RRC Inactive for NB-IoT and eMTC connected to 5GC.

RAN2's reply LS [3] indicates that both RRC Inactive and 5GS UP optimization are feasible but also that "there was no consensus on whether to support UP CIoT optimization and/or RRC_INACTIVE for CIoT with 5GC".
The remainder of this paper re-emphasizes the benefits of 5GS UP optimization from device and system complexity as well as from power consumption perspective. Based on this, the paper proposes a way forward.
2
5GS UP optimization – a perfect fit from device complexity, system complexity and power consumption perspective

2.1
Lower device complexity

It is reasonable to assume that CIoT UEs will need to support both EPS and 5GS procedures for a long time. This is because migration from EPC to 5GC will take time for NB-IoT and eMTC – especially given that RAN updates are needed to enable eNBs to connect to 5GC. Also, even though some markets may migrate to 5GC more quickly than others, it is worth re-emphasizing that CIoT UEs are often used in roaming scenarios to maximize coverage. As a consequence, CIoT UEs may still roam to markets where only EPC is available.
One of the key goals of the Cellular IoT project in 3GPP has been to reduce device complexity. This implies that the number of solutions and features a UE needs to support should be kept to a minimum.
In EPS two small data solutions are supported: Control Plane CIoT EPS Optimisation and User Plane CIoT EPS Optimisation. For 5GS, SA2 already selected Control Plane CIoT 5GS Optimisation.
Selecting RRC Inactive instead of UP optimization as the user-plane small data solution for 5GS implies adding yet another small data solution to CIoT UEs supporting EPS and 5GS. In other words, selecting RRC Inactive instead of UP optimization unnecessarily increases device complexity.

Observation 1: Selecting RRC Inactive instead of UP optimization unnecessarily increases device complexity for UEs supporting both EPS and 5GS procedures.
2.2
Lower power consumption

Significant power savings for CIoT UEs are primarily achieved by leveraging opportunities to enter a deep sleep state for long periods of time. To achieve the latter SA2 has agreed to enhance MICO mode and to introduce extended DRX with sleep cycles similar as supported in EPS. Both MICO mode and long eDRX sleep cycles apply to Idle mode only (see section 2.3 for further details).
UP optimization enables the UE to send uplink data via the user-plane from Idle mode with minimal signaling overhead. Therefore UP optimization can be combined with both MICO mode as well as extended Idle mode DRX. This allows for long periods of deep sleep while also enabling the UE to send uplink data via the user-plane with minimal signaling overhead.
RRC Inactive cannot be combined with MICO mode. Also, for Connected mode with RRC Inactive SA2 concluded to only support DRX sleep cycles up to the NAS/SMS retransmission timer. This decision was taken consciously to avoid significant system impacts (see also section 2.3). As a result of this, RRC Inactive cannot achieve the same power gains as UP optimization.
Observation 2: 5GS UP optimization is more power efficient than RRC Inactive since UP optimization supports both MICO mode and long eDRX sleep cycles.
2.3
Lower system complexity to support long extended DRX sleep cycles
2.3.1
Background

As illustrated in the previous section, for Connected mode with Inactive, SA2 decided to only support extended DRX sleep cycles up to the NAS/SMS retransmission timers as documented in TR 23.724 [4] clause 8.4. (This applies if RRC Inactive gets chosen as a user-plane solution for NB-IoT and/or eMTC).
This decision was taken consciously based on a thorough analysis of the additional system impacts needed to support longer sleep cycles in RRC Inactive (see Annex A for a summary of the system impacts).
Accordingly, SA2 documented in the evaluation clause 7.4 of TR 23.724 [4]:
"[...] supporting very long sleep cycles in RRC-INACTIVE state [...] leads to system impact by re-building CM-IDLE HLcom functionality in CM-CONNECTED state. This stems from the need to make the AMF, SMF and UPF aware about the unreachability of the UE to be able to behave as if the UE was in CM-IDLE state while the UE is actually in CM-CONNECTED state."

Based on this, SA2 concluded to not specify any HLcom functionality for RRC Inactive (TR 23.724 clause 8.4):
"As eDRX sleep cycles in RRC-INACTIVE are recommended to be supported up to the NAS (and SMS) retransmission timers, the core network considers the UE reachable while the UE is in RRC-INACTIVE/CM-CONNECTED state with extended DRX. This implies that from the perspective of this key issue there is no need to support specific high latency communication functionality for RRC-INACTIVE/CM-CONNECTED with extended DRX."

In contrast to this, UP optimization does not require any additional HLcom functionality to support long eDRX sleep cycles. As the UE sends data from Idle mode in case of UP optimization, the high-latency communication (HLcom) functionality for Idle mode that has already been agreed to be supported by SA2 can be used.
Observation 3: SA2 already concluded to not support long extended DRX sleep cycles for RRC Inactive due to the significant system impact needed to support HLCom functionality for RRC Inactive. UP optimization does not require any additional HLcom functionality to support long eDRX sleep cycles.
2.3.2
Analysis of proposals discussed in other working groups
It is worth mentioning that papers have been submitted recently to other working groups (RAN3, CT1), which claim that long extended DRX sleep cycles could easily be supported by
-
having NG-RAN inform AMF in case a downlink NAS message cannot be delivered when the UE is not reachable due to eDRX [5][6]
-
indicating the duration when the UE will be reachable again from NG-RAN to AMF to enable AMF to e.g. re-send a NAS message again once the UE becomes reachable [5].

In a nutshell those papers are attempting to sketch a solution that is apparently simpler than the solutions SA2 has already discussed and rejected (see section 2.3.1).
From the authors’ perspective the proposals [5][6] are incomplete. The following aspects have not been addressed:
-
Both papers seem to assume that DL data is buffered in the RAN while the UE is not reachable due to eDRX. This raises the following issues:
-
How to handle packets buffered in NG-RAN when the UE wakes up in a new RAN node without Xn connectivity to the old RAN node?

-
How to handle packets buffered in NG-RAN when the UE moves to EPC (e.g. when waking up in an area where only eMTC/NB-IoT connected to EPC is supported)?

-
How to enable the new SMF behavior needed for this approach: on the one hand, SMF needs to consider the UE unreachable in CM-CONNECTED to prevent SMF from sending further DL NAS messages; on the other hand, SMF needs to consider the UE reachable in order to keep the DL N3 tunnel towards NG-RAN for DL data?
- 
HLCom architectural requirements include "Provide the AF (i.e. SCS/AS) with UE status information (e.g. reachability notification or the time when the UE is expected to be reachable)" (TR 23.724 clause 5.3.2). While this is supported for CM-IDLE and consequently also works for 5GS UP optimization, this is not supported for long eDRX for RRC Inactive as per [5][6]:

-
AMF is not aware whether a UE is reachable due to long eDRX in CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive unless a DL NAS message is sent and a NAS Non-delivery Notification has been received from NG-RAN.

-
Therefore, AMF is unable to correctly support the UE reachability event, i.e. the proposals in [5] and [6] fail to support the HLcom architectural requirement on exposure of UE reachability information.
-
HLCom functionality also supports reporting downlink data delivery status to an AF (see TS 23.501 [7] clause 4.15.3.1). This includes reporting whether data packets have been buffered and also the estimated buffering time. While this is supported for CM-IDLE and consequently also for 5GS UP optimization, this is not supported for long eDRX for RRC Inactive as per [5][6]:
-
The core network is not aware if downlink data is buffered in the RAN while the UE is not reachable due to eDRX. Given this, the core network cannot inform the AF that packets have been buffered and also cannot indicate the estimated buffering time. In other words, the downlink data delivery status exposure functionality cannot be supported for long eDRX for RRC Inactive as per [5][6].
Observation 4: Papers that have recently been submitted to other working groups [5][6], which claim that long extended DRX sleep cycles could easily be supported for RRC Inactive by using/extending the NAS non-delivery notification to AMF are incomplete: delivery of data buffered in RAN upon mobility is not addressed and required HLCom functionality (exposure of UE reachability status and exposure of downlink data delivery status) is not supported.

In order to address the issues raised above, the following additions to the proposals in [5] and [6] would be needed  (see also Annex A for further details):
1)
To avoid the issues related to delivering data buffered in RAN upon mobility to a new RAN node without Xn connectivity to the old RAN node or to EPC as well as to support exposure of data delivery status (data packets buffered events, etc.), buffering of user plane data needs to be done within 5GC.
2)
To support buffering within 5GC, new RAN behavior to proactively inform AMF when UE transitions to RRC Inactive with eDRX, new SMF behavior to configure UPF for extended buffering while the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state and a new paging procedure in CM-CONNECTED state, which impacts NG-RAN, SMF and AMF are needed.

2)
To enable support of exposure of UE reachability information, AMF needs to proactively check the UE reachability in NG-RAN to be able to inform AFs whether a UE is reachable and when UE will become reachable again.
It is worth mentioning, that making solutions [5] and [6] workable, i.e. adding (1), (2) and (3) on top of what [5] and [6] proposed, results precisely in solution 24 documented in TR 23.724 [4], which SA2 already discussed, evaluated and rejected as part of FS_CIoT_5G (see clause 2.3.1) due to significant system impacts. (See Annex A for a summary of the impacts.)
Observation 5: The issues related to supporting long eDRX sleep cycles in RRC Inactive cannot be addressed by allegedly simple solutions as suggested by [5] and [6] but require the solutions that SA2 already discussed, evaluated and rejected due to significant system impacts as listed in Annex A.

3
Conclusion
This paper made the following observations:

-
Observation 1: Selecting RRC Inactive instead of UP optimization unnecessarily increases device complexity for UEs supporting both EPS and 5GS.

-
Observation 2: 5GS UP optimization is more power efficient than RRC Inactive since UP optimization supports both MICO mode and long eDRX sleep cycles.

-
Observation 3: SA2 already concluded to not support long extended DRX sleep cycles for RRC Inactive due to the significant system impact needed to support HLCom functionality for RRC Inactive. UP optimization does not require any additional HLcom functionality to support long eDRX sleep cycles.

-
Observation 4: Papers that have recently been submitted to other working groups [5][6], which claim that long extended DRX sleep cycles could easily be supported for RRC Inactive by using/extending the NAS non-delivery notification to AMF are incomplete: delivery of data buffered in RAN upon mobility is not addressed and required HLCom functionality (exposure of UE reachability status and exposure of downlink data delivery status) is not supported.

-
Observation 5: The issues related to supporting long eDRX sleep cycles in RRC Inactive cannot be addressed by allegedly simple solutions as suggested by [5] and [6] but require the solutions that SA2 already discussed, evaluated and rejected due to significant system impacts.

In summary, this paper has illustrated the obvious benefits of 5GS UP optimization over RRC Inactive for CIoT scenarios in terms of lower device complexity, lower power consumption and lower system complexity.
Based on this it is proposed to select 5GS UP optimization as the user-plane small data solution and accordingly, to approve the related CRs in S2-1903570 and S2-1903575.
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Annex A: Analysis of system impacts resulting from support of RRC Inactive with long eDRX sleep cycles
Issue 1: Impact to NAS retransmission timers in AMF

When the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state, and a network initiated NAS procedure is initiated, the AMF starts the NAS retransmission timer immediately and sends the DL NAS packet over N2 to the serving RAN node. However, if the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state with extended DRX, i.e. the UE is unreachable for long periods of times, the NAS retransmission timer would expire many times before the NAS message could be delivered to the UE. In other words, the NAS procedure would fail.

One potential work-around is to increase the NAS retransmission timer to very long times comparable to the extended DRX cycle, but that has negative consequences, as the AMF would react very slowly to an actual NAS delivery loss at the RAN.

Another solution (see solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4]) is to inform the AMF about non delivery of the NAS message to make AMF - despite being in CM-CONNECTED state - :

-
consider the UE unreachable,
-
stop NAS-MM retransmission timers and 
-
inform other network functions about unreachability of the UE so that retransmission timers in SMF, PCF, etc., are also stopped.
In summary, this solution re-builds CM-IDLE state behavior in CM-CONNECTED state and has impacts in AMF, N2 signaling and RAN. It is worth noting that none of those changes are needed in case of 5GS UP optimization since the UE is in CM-IDLE state when unreachable due to eDRX.
	Observation 1: 

CM-CONNECTED with RRC Inactive and long eDRX sleep cycles (solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4]) implies RAN, N2 and AMF impacts to mimic CM-IDLE state behavior in CM-CONNCTED state to handle NAS retransmission timers.

None of those changes are needed in case of 5GS UP optimization since the UE is in CM-IDLE state when unreachable due to eDRX.


Issue 2: Providing UE reachability information to AF
One of the architectural requirements for HLcom is to "provide the AF (i.e. SCS/AS) with UE status information (e.g. reachability notification or the time when the UE is expected to be reachable)" (TR 23.724 clause 5.3.2).

However, in case of RRC Inactive with long eDRX sleep cycles the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state from AMF perspective, i.e. the AMF is not aware whether the UE is actually reachable or not. Consequently, AMF cannot provide UE reachability information to an AF if the UE is in RRC Inactive with long eDRX sleep cycles.

To address this solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4] proposes (clause 6.4.22.2):

"If UE is in CM connected state, AMF send N2 Notification Request to the RAN to retrieve UE reachability info. If UE is in RRC inactive state and it is not currently reachable, RAN responds back to AMF indicating UE is not reachable. RAN schedules a paging at next possible UE paging occasion and also indicates to AMF that paging is scheduled for the next possible UE paging occasion."
In summary, solution 24 proposes a new combined reachability check/paging procedure in CM-CONNECTED state between AMF and NG-RAN to enable providing UE reachability information to AF.
Besides the system impacts to NG-RAN, N2 and AMF this also leads to an increase in N2 signaling.

	Observation 2: 

To support providing UE reachability information to an AF for RRC Inactive with long eDRX sleep cycles solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4] proposes to introduce a new combined reachability check/paging procedure in CM-CONNECTED state, which impacts NG-RAN, N2 and AMF and also leads to an increase in N2 signaling.

None of those changes are needed in case of 5GS UP optimization since the UE is in CM-IDLE state when unreachable due to eDRX so that AMF can provide UE reachability information to an AF without additional impacts.


Issue 3: New UPF behavior for data buffering in CM-CONNECTED state
While the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state, the N3 tunnel between UPF and NG-RAN is established. When MT data arrives, the UPF forwards the data over the N3 tunnel without any further consultation with the SMF.

However, in case of RRC Inactive with long eDRX sleep cycles, different UPF behavior is proposed as per solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4]:

"UPF will start to apply extended data buffering when N3 tunnel exists" (TR 23.724 [4] clause 6.24.4.1.4). Furthermore, despite the established N3 tunnel UPF is expected to inform SMF about downlink data.
This combination of buffering downlink data and sending Data notification to SMF despite an established N4 interface impacts UPF behavior.

	Observation 3: 

CM-CONNECTED with RRC inactive and long eDRX sleep cycles requires the UPF to support new behavior (buffering and sending Data notification to SMF while the N3 tunnel is established) according to solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4].
None of those changes are needed in case of 5GS UP optimization since the UE is in CM-IDLE state when unreachable due to eDRX (HLcom procedures for CM-IDLE state can be used).


Issue 4: Control plane impacts to support extended buffering in UPF in CM-CONNECTED state
Related to the previous issue, the control plane handling of MT data being buffered in UPF while the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state with RRC Inactive and long eDRX sleep cycles adds SMF and AMF impacts.

As proposed by solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4] (clause 6.24.4.1.4):

"Depending on local configuration, Data Buffering is established when RAN transition a UE using eDRX to RRC_Inactive state, the RAN sends a N2 Notification to AMF. RAN provides buffering support information if there is any. The AMF notifies SMF/UPF that the PDU session is subject for extended data buffering and includes buffering support info.

[...]

The SMF may request UE reachability report via Namf_MT_EnableUEReachability, based on notification from UPF which can either be similar to the DDN in CM-IDLE mode or a modification of the existing DDN message.

[...]

The AMF may use the N2 Notification procedure to retrieve UE reachability info. If UE is currently in RRC inactive state and not reachable, the RAN may provide new buffering support information, if there is any. RAN schedules a paging at next possible UE paging occasion and marks that a notification to AMF is required when the UE contacts the network next time. RAN also indicates to AMF that it has scheduled a paging for the next possible UE paging occasion.
NOTE 2:
The N2 request message that can trigger the RAN paging can be N2 UE Notification Request."
In summary, solution 24 in TR 23.724 [4] proposes 
-
new RAN behavior: RAN to proactively inform AMF when UE transitions to RRC Inactive with eDRX

-
new SMF behavior: SMF to configure UPF for extended buffering while the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state

-
a new paging procedure in CM-CONNECTED state, which impacts NG-RAN, SMF and AMF.
	Observation 4: 

Buffering data in the UPF while the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state with RRC Inactive and long eDRX sleep cycles leads to significant system impacts: new RAN behavior to proactively inform AMF when UE transitions to RRC Inactive with eDRX, new SMF behavior to configure UPF for extended buffering while the UE is in CM-CONNECTED state and a new paging procedure in CM-CONNECTED state, which impacts NG-RAN, SMF and AMF.
None of those changes are needed in case of 5GS UP optimization since the UE is in CM-IDLE state when unreachable due to eDRX (HLcom procedures for CM-IDLE state can be used).
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