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1. Overall Description:

SA2 thanks SA5 for their LS on PCF and NEF discovery for Edge Computing (S5-192454 / S2-1903082).

SA5 understanding is that the PCF discovery for EC has already been supported in 5GC. The PCF can be discovered by an authorized AF via BSF (Binding Support Function), and the BSF can be discovered via NRF or the BSF information is configured locally to AF. However there is no mechanism defined by SA2 for an AF to access the NEF.
SA5 requests SA2 to confirm if SA5 understanding is correct and let SA5 know whether SA2 has a further plan to define the solution to support AF to access the NEF.

SA2 confirms SA5’s understanding about the use of BSF for discovery of the appropriate PCF.



Regarding the solution to support AF access to the NEF, the mechanism is similar to the mechanism for SCS/AS access to the SCEF defined in TS 23.682 i.e. the AF may determine the IP address(es)/port(s) of the NEF by performing a DNS query using the GPSI (to identify an individual UE) or the External Group Identifier (to identify a group of UEs) as described in TS 23.501 Table 5.6.7-1, or by using a locally configured NEF identifier/address. SA2 will update their 5GS specifications to clarify this mechanism in the context of 5GS. 
Application Functions considered to be trusted by the operator can also rely on the NRF (Network Repository Function) service to access the NEF.
In addition, SA2 would like to point that when CAPIF (Common API Framework for northbound APIs) is deployed the service API can be Published and Discovered as defined in TS 23.222. SA2 expects that any functionality specific to Edge Computing Service API discovery will be further addressed by SA6 as part of their study on Application Architecture for enabling Edge Applications (FS_EDGEAPP).

2. Actions:

To 3GPP SA WG5:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks SA5 to take the feedback above into account.
To 3GPP SA WG6:
ACTION: 
SA2 kindly asks SA6 to confirm whether API discovery specific to Edge Computing is in the scope of FS_EDGEAPP.
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