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1.	Discussion
During the SA2#131 meeting in Kochi the CR in Tdoc S2-1901280 (CR 0977 against 23.502) was agreed. This CR has the following Editor's Note:
"Editor’s Note:	It is FFS whether the Suggested Number of Downlink Packets parameter is classified as AMF-, SMF-, or PCF-Associated parameters."
The Suggested Number of Downlink Packets parameter is part of the Network Configuration parameters and was initially introduced in TS 23.682 within the Network Parameter Configuration API via the SCEF. According to the definition, the Suggested Number of Downlink Packets identifies the number of packets that the core network shall buffer in case the UE is not reachable.
In EPS, after a PDN connection is activated, the Suggested Number of Downlink Packets indicates the number of packets that the Serving Gateway (S-GW) shall buffer in case the UE is not reachable. For example, the buffering of DL packets in S-GW is used as part of the HLCOM (high-latency communication) feature. This is known as extended data buffering feature.
In 5GS, the HLCOM feature uses extended buffering of downlink data in the UPF or SMF or NEF when a UE is not reachable (e.g. due to using power saving functions). The DL data is buffered in the NEF in case of data transfer via APIs/N33.  The decision which NF performs the buffering is taken in the SMF based on network configuration or NF capabilities. For data transfer via NEF, the NEF uses the same interactions with the SMF as the UPF (e.g. similar to N4 interaction).
Observation 1: the extended DL data buffering feature is controlled by the SMF and may be configured in the SMF itself or in the UPF or in the NEF. With this, the parameter Suggested Number of Downlink Packets is needed in the SMF and can be stored in the UE's SM context in the SMF. 
Observation 2: if the Suggested Number of Downlink Packets would be sent to AMF, the AMF needs to 1) store the parameter associated with particular DNN and S-NSSAI; and 2) forward the parameter to the selected SMF upon PDU Session establishment. The AMF cannot make use of the parameter by itself and only stores the parameter for further forwarding.
Proposal
Based on the Observation 1 and Observation 2, it is proposed to classify the Suggested Number of Downlink Packets as SMF-Associated parameter in the UDM. The UDM stores the sends the Suggested Number of Downlink Packets to the SMF upon PDU Session establishment or upon parameters update in the UDM. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is implemented in the CR in Tdoc S2-1903826.
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