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1 Introduction

In the 3GPP workshop on TrFO and TFO Harmonisation on May 8th 2000 in Stockholm, bringing together experts of the Working Groups S2, S4, N1, N4 and R3, contributions from NTT DoCoMo (N4-000114) and form Alactel (N4-000121) proposed to apply the Iu User Plane protocol defined in 3GPP TS 25.415 also in the CN CS domain for speech and CS data. 

This will save protocol interworking in the User Plane at the VMSC or in the Access MGW. It also saves further specification work on CN CS User Plane protocols.

An informal voting on the matter showed a clear agreement for this proposal, with one company disagreeing. It was accepted as a working assumption and decided to be brought to SA2#13 in Berlin.

The same User Plane protocol shall work on top of AAL2 transport and IP transport in the CS domain. 

As a second priority, it was proposed to investigate ITU-T I.366.3/2 as a framing protocol in the User Plane for the AAL2/ATM based core network while for IP based transport, no alternative was proposed. 

The following proposal is a copy of the text reported in the Draft meeting report of the Workshop, contained in Tdoc N4-000133, with addition of the TS 25.415 reference.

2 Proposal

The Editor is asked to introduce the following requirements in 3GPP TR 23.821 (Architecture Principles for Release 2000) ( e.g. in §5.1, Architecture Principles) into a new subsection on the CN CS domain protocols:

· The User Plane protocol interworking with other networks, if needed (e.g. no TrFO possible), shall be performed at the border of the PLMN.

· The same User Plane protocol shall work on top of AAL2 transport and IP transport as well.

· It is the working assumption that the Iu User Plane protocol, defined in 3GPP TS 25.415, shall be selected to transport speech and CS data services on the Iu interface and within the Core Network (up to the border of the PLMN if TrFO is not possible or up to the remote RNC if TrFO is possible).










