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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on Slice based Wait timer in NR RRC release.

In the LS, RAN2 informed SA2 about the RAN2 agreement to not support a Wait Timer in the NR RRC release message and that RAN2 wanted to understand the motivation and details for the requirement to have slice based wait timer in RRC release message.

SA2 answer: 
A Wait Timer in the NR RRC release message is useful at high load to avoid released UEs to immediately retrying connection attempts. SA2 has specified the possibility for AMF to indicate in an overload start message different criteria for when the RAN is to handle overload, e.g. AMF overload or overload for specific S-NSSAIs. The AMF overload would itself benefit from a Wait Timer in the NR release message as to SA2 understanding, the RRC connection has already been established at msg5 which is the message that provides the RAN with the UE ID most significant bits which indicates which AMF the UE ID relates to. 
The possibility to set the Wait Timer value dependent on the Network Slice that is addressed could, besides the overload start for specific S-NSSAI(s), be useful in case there would be a wide range of different networks which have different characteristics and requirements including different requirements for capabilities to adapt at load situations. 
However, as the load for handling the UEs immediately retrying would be towards RAN, SA2 leaves it to RAN2 to decide whether/when to introduce it.
2. Actions to RAN2:

SA2 kindly requests RAN2 to take the above into account. 
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