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***** First Change *****

4.X
Supporting up to 15 EPS bearers per UE
A UE attached to WB-E-UTRAN access, including for dual connectivity using E-UTRAN access as described in clause 4.3.2a, may support 8 or 15 EPS bearers. Support of  15 EPS bearers require that EPC connected to E-UTRAN access shall support 15 EPS bearers for such UEs.
The network shall support E-UTRAN idle mode mobility and handover procedures in such PLMNs, where only part of the network nodes have been upgraded to support 15 EPS bearers. In case of mobility procedures involving target nodes not supporting 15 EPS bearers, additional bearers not supported by the non-upgraded nodes shall be handled as part of the error handling procedures as defined in stage 3 and should be thus released. 

For a UE supporting 15 EPS bearers, mobility to UTRAN or GERAN may also lead to selective release of EPS bearers, due to the lack of support of 15 PDP contexts in the GPRS core network and Radio Access networks. 

NOTE: EPS bearers need to be released either because the UE has more than 8 active EPS bearers, or because they are identified by EPS Bearer Identities not supported before Rel-15.  

In order to minimize the impact from release of bearers not supported by the target nodes during mobility, the MME should be able to allocate the EPS bearer IDs in such way that the bearers with higher operator preference will be preserved in case of mobility involving legacy target nodes. This prioritised bearer allocation should be based on, at least, the Allocation Retention Priority of the EPS bearers and may take other bearer parameters (e.g. QCI, APN) into consideration.    
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