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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes a key issue for Interworking from a NW supporting INOBEAR to a NW not supporting INOBEAR in the view of EBI allocation.  
1Discussion
Interworking from a NW supporting 15 bearers to a NW not supporting 15 bearers should consider the following factors:
· Whether the EBI is valid in NW not supporting 15 bearers.
· Whether the bearer number is valid in the NW not supporting 15 bearers.
In the view of the EBI, the current non-extended value is [5, 15] and total number is 11, but the maximum bearer number is 15 or more. So a bearer may be allocated with non-extended EBI or extended EBI in the NW with INOBEAR. The bearer with the extended EBI [1, 4] cannot be switched to the NW without INOBEAR.
Observation1: The bearer with the extended EBI [1, 4] cannot be switched to the NW without INOBEAR.
E.g. In the NW supporting 15 bearers, when the non-extended EBI runs out, if a No.12 bearer (Bearer_A) for high priority service is requested to setup, the extended EBI is allocated. Subsequently, the high priority service (e.g. voice) cannot be HO if the UE moves into a NW not supporting 15 bearers. It affects the user experience.

Generally, we can consider to occupy a non-extended EBI of the existing EPS bearer (Bearer_B). However, Bearer_B shouldn’t be released since its service is still ongoing and there are only 12 bearers. Furthermore, the UE doesn’t move into the NW not supporting 15 bearers yet. Otherwise, it also affect the user experience.
During email discussion, the choice of changing EBI of Bearer_B can be considered, e.g. replace the non-extended EBI by an available extended EBI.
EBI allocation in the NW supporting 15 bearers should consider the following requirements:

· The bearer for high priority service, if it existed, should be able to be switched to the a NW not supporting 15 bearers

· The bearer for normal service should be able to be switched to a NW not supporting 15 bearers, if there is no bearer for high priority service.
Proposal: Possible Way forward proposal for EBI allocation in the NW supporting 15 bearers.
· The non-extended EBI[5-15] is preferred to be allocated when EPS bearer setup.

· For bearer_A for the high priority service requested to setup, if non-extended EBI runs out, a non-extended EBI of the existing EPS bearer (Bearer_B) is allocated after change the EBI of Bearer_B.
2Reference
[1] S2-179609 Increasing the number of EPS bearers
3GPP

SA WG2 TD


