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The following information is provided to assist SA2 with Rel-15 planning:
SA2 has received two MBMS and GCSE related incoming LSs (S2-172915/S6-170441 and S2-172916/S6-170471) from SA6 requesting the addition of a few messages in 23.246 and 23.468 for Rel-15. Both LSs are in support of SA6 mission critical functionality.
The first LS, S2-172915 is related to MBMS bearer activation and suspension notification. The LS contains an enclosure (S6-170417) showing a message flow figure: step 4 in the figure requires the addition of only one new MB2-C message (in 23.468) without any dependency and SA2 can start and complete that work at any time. Separately, steps 6-7 in the figure require a new action triggered by MCE (thus involving RAN3) and addition of several messages to 23.246 and 23.468, affecting the path from MCE to GCS-AS. That part of SA2’s work may have to wait for RAN3 action. 
The second LS, S2-172916 is related to the addition of Forward Error Correction (FEC) and contains an enclosure (S6-170470) with an information flow figure in section 10.7.x.2. Other solutions or aspects of the LS from SA6 or the enclosure have no impact to SA2.  Steps 1 and 2 of the information flow request the addition of two new MB2-C messages (in 23.468) and Note 2 effectively requests the addition of another pair of MB2-C request/response messages for Forward Error Correction (FEC) release. Functionally there is a dependency on SA4 choosing a FEC algorithm and associated parameters: at SA4#93, SA4 has agreed to do its share of the work (SID in S4-170489). Since SA2’s work involves only signaling on MB2-C, waiting for SA4 may not be necessary: under all cases, the FEC specific information identified by SA4 should be made part of a “transparent container” that will be carried by the MB2-C messages, but not opened or interpreted in any way. So SA2 can start and complete this work at any time.
At the time of the writing SA6 is considering (but has not approved yet) another LS to SA2, requesting support on MB2-C for application level Robust Header Compression (RoHC). The amount and complexity of such work (addition of four new messages on MB2-C) may require an effort similar to adding the support for FEC mentioned above. There are no dependencies on other groups for this work, so SA2 could start at any time. 
Once SA2’s work is completed, CT3(primarily) and CT4 (to a smaller extent) would need one or two meetings to draft the Stage 3.
For the purposes of work plan, SA2 should consider allocating about 3 time slots in parallel sessions over 2 or 3 meetings. Awaiting for progress by RAN3 is mandatory for starting work on one of SA6’s requests, while awaiting for SA4 may be considered, but it is optional. A possibility under consideration should be to plan the work for the October and November 2017 SA2 meetings. 
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