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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes to add in TS 23.501 definitions of Network Slice, Network Slice Instance and Network Slice Descriptor along the lines of those in TR 23.799 and TR 28.801.
Background
During SA2#119, there was disagreement on the definitions of Network Slice and Network Slice Instance and we added in TS 23.501 the following Editor’s note:
Editor’s note: It is FFS for the following definitions ….

The network slice is a complete logical network that comprises of a set of network functions and corresponding resources necessary to provide certain network capabilities and network characteristics. It includes both 5G-AN and 5G CN. A Network Slice Instance (NSI) is the Instantiation of a Network Slice, i.e. a deployed set of network functions delivering the intended Network Slice Services according to a Network Slice Template   
This PCR proposes to stick to definitions along the lines of those in SA2 TR 23.799 and SA5 TR 28.801.  
Proposal
It is proposed to modify TS 23.501 as follows… 

* * * Start of Change * * * *
3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. A term defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same term, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

5G Access Network: An access network comprising a 5G-RAN and/or non-3GPP AN connecting to a 5G Core Network.
5G Core Network: The core network specified in the present document. It connects to a 5G Access Network.

5G QoS Flow: The finest granularity for QoS forwarding treatment in the 5G System. All traffic mapped to the same 5G QoS Flow receive the same forwarding treatment (e.g. scheduling policy, queue management policy, rate shaping policy, RLC configuration, etc.). Providing different QoS forwarding treatment requires separate 5G QoS Flow.
5G QoS Indicator: A scalar that is used as a reference to a specific QoS forwarding behaviour (e.g. packet loss rate, packet delay budget) to be provided to a 5G QoS Flow. This may be implemented in the access network by the 5QI referencing node specific parameters that control the QoS forwarding treatment (e.g. scheduling weights, admission thresholds, queue management thresholds, link layer protocol configuration, etc.).
5G-RAN: A radio access network that supports one or more of the following options with the common characteristics that it connects to 5GC:

1)
Standalone New Radio.

2)
New Radio is the anchor with E-UTRA extensions.

3)
Standalone E-UTRA.

4)
E-UTRA is the anchor with New Radio extensions.

Editor's note:
The definition will be revisited after RAN decision on 5G-RAN.

5G System: 3GPP system consisting of 5G Access Network (AN), 5G Core Network and UE.
Allowed area: Area where the UE is allowed to initiate communication as specified in clause 5.3.2.3.

Forbidden area: An area where the UE is not allowed to initiate communication as specified in clause 5.3.2.3.

Initial Registration: UE registration in RM-DEREGISTERED state as specified in clause 5.3.2.

Mobility pattern: Network concept of determining within an NF the UE mobility parameters as specified in clause 5.3.2.4.

Mobility Registration update: UE re-registration when entering new TA outside the TAI List as specified in clause 5.3.2.
Network Function: A 3GPP adopted or 3GPP defined processing function in a network, which has defined functional behaviour and 3GPP defined interfaces.

NOTE 2:
A network function can be implemented either as a network element on a dedicated hardware, as a software instance running on a dedicated hardware, or as a virtualised function instantiated on an appropriate platform, e.g. on a cloud infrastructure.
Network Slice: A set of system behaviours and services that is implemented via Network Slice Instance(s).

Network Slice Instance: A set of network functions and the corresponding resources (deployed, configured and connected according a Network Slice Descriptor) forming a complete logical network that fulfils the behaviours and the services expected from a given Network Slice.

Network Slice Descriptor: The description of the structure (including contained components and their interconnection) and configuration of a Network Slice Instance.

Non-allowed area: Area where the UE is allowed to initiate registration procedure but no other communication as specified in clause 5.3.2.3.
PDU Connectivity Service: A service that provides exchange of PDUs between a UE and a Data Network.

PDU Session: Association between the UE and a Data Network that provides a PDU connectivity service. The type of association can be IP, Ethernet or unstructured.
Periodic Registration update: UE re-registration at expiry of periodic registration timer as specified in clause 5.3.2.

Service Continuity: The uninterrupted user experience of a service, including the cases where the IP address and/or anchoring point change.
Session Continuity: The continuity of a PDU session. For PDU session of IP type "session continuity" implies that the IP address is preserved for the lifetime of the PDU session.

Non-seamless Non-3GPP offload: The offload of user plane traffic via untrusted non-3GPP access without traversing either N3IWF or UPF.

3.2
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in TR 21.905 [1].

5GC
5G Core Network

5GS
5G System
5G-AN
5G Access Network

5QI
5G QoS Indicator

5G-RAN
5G Radio Access Network

AF
Application Function

AMF
Access and Mobility Management Function

AS
Access Stratum

CP
Control Plane

DL
Downlink

DN
Data Network

FQDN
Fully Qualified Domain Name

GFBR
Guaranteed Flow Bit Rate

MFBR
Maximum Flow Bit Rate

MICO
Mobile Initiated Connection Only

NEF
Network Exposure Function

NF
Network Function

NR
New Radio

NRF
Network Repository Function

NSI
Network Slice Instance

PCF
Policy Control Function

QFI
QoS Flow Identity
PFDF
Packet Flow Description Function

QoE
Quality of Experience

SA NR
Standalone New Radio

SDSF
Structured Data Storage Function

SMF
Session Management Function

UDSF
Unstructured Data Storage Function

UL
Uplink

UPF
User Plane Function

* * * End of Change * * * *
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