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3GPP N1 thanks the GSM Association for their LS (tdoc N1-000261) on GPRS Terminal Support of Network Operation Modes I and II.

In the incoming liaison, the question asked was “Will all Class C GPRS terminals support both Network Operation Modes II and III or will terminal manufacturers make devices which support only one of the modes?”

The N1 opinion was that it is a mandatory requirement for a GPRS mobile operating in GPRS MS operation mode C to support Network Modes of Operation I,II and III. A number of mobile manufacturers were present at the meeting, including Ericsson, Motorola, Nokia and Siemens. At least in the protocol entities for which N1 is responsible (MM, GMM) for GPRS MS operation mode C there are no differences in the  behavior specified  between Network Operation Modes I, II and III. 

It should be noted that the term “class C” terminal has been superceded by “MS operation mode C”. It may be possible for the MS operation mode to change; either as result of configuration by the user, or as a result of change of network mode of operation, or possibly for other reasons not defined.

However, once an MS is configured to operate GPRS MS operation mode C, this should not change as a result of change in network mode of operation.
