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Abstract of the contribution: This paper discusses the way forward for N2 and N3 as generic interfaces for the 5G system. 
Discussion
Defining an interface between the Access Network (AN) and the 5G Core Network is one of the cornerstones of the 5G System. This is one of the “General concepts” asserted in 23.501 clause 4.1 “Architecture model and concepts” (also captured as agreement in TR 23.799 clause 8.12.1):
· "Minimizes dependencies between Access Network (AN) and Core Network (CN), the architecture is defined with a converged access-agnostic core network with a common AN - CN interface which integrates different 3GPP and non-3GPP access types."
P-CR(s) to 23.501 are proposed to put these principles in actual specifications.

Indeed, TR 23.799 clause 8.8.2 captures agreements on common AN-CN interface as follows:
"4.
The NG2/NG3 interfaces are used to connect the standalone non-3GPP accesses to CP functions and UP functions respectively."

This hints towards defining the same protocol stack for 3GPP Access and non-3GPP access. 
Furthermore, TR 23.799 clause 8.4 captures agreements as follows: 
"4.   The User Plane format in NextGen on NG3 and between UP functions shall support per PDU Session tunnelling, as described in clause 6.4.10. This applies to both non-roaming and roaming UP interfaces."
This hints towards defining the same protocol stacks over N3 (under RAN) and N9 (under CT).  

As RAN and CT are starting WID(s) related with 5G system, it looks beneficial to highlight the principles above for plenaries to organize the work on “a common AN - CN interface which integrates different 3GPP and non-3GPP access types”.
A companion LS is proposed for this purpose.
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