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Abstract of the contribution: This contribution proposes a focus area for Release 15 normative work.
1 Proposal

While making a decision on focus for Release 15 normative work (Phase 1) the following CIoT/NB-IoT related aspects should be taken into consideration;

· Work on CIoT (including NB-IoT) is part of Release 13 but work completion timeline was after Release 13. Some of the enhancements to CIoT were deferred to Release 14 and those are currently being worked on under exception i.e. they will be a later feature for Release 14.  

· NB-IoT deployments in operator networks are expected to ramp up in 2017 and 2018 timeframe. This is a new technology and operators will be making significant investments into it in the coming years.

· Some of the CIoT devices especially NB-IoT devices, are expected to have much longer lifespan and in some cases up to or more than ten years when compared with smartphones that get recycled in 2-3 year time. This is because of the nature of the possible deployments (e.g. sensor networks, automotive etc.). Therefore, NB-IoT devices based on Release 13 or Release 14 will likely have to be supported by the operators for the next decade.

· Some of the early 5G deployments (e.g. option 3) are targeted in the same time window when NB-IoT deployments will be getting ramped up. 
· It is unlikely that operators will want to deploy a new IoT solution right away based on Release 15 NextGen work while they are in the midst of ramping up NB-IoT / CIoT deployments. Providing multiple IoT solutions at the same time can also confuse the marketplace and possibly even limit deployments of Release 13 / 14 CIoT / NB-IoT.
· Even in Phase 2 of NextGen work, considering the longevity of NB-IoT deployments, it is unclear if operators would want to choose a solution that is not compatible with deployed NB-IoT / CIoT solutions and hence forces them to support multiple massive IoT solutions.
2 Conclusions

Based on these arguments it is proposed that SA2 endorses the following 

· Work on NextGen massive IoT not be part of Phase 1 normative work in Release 15. Release 15 phase 1 work should primarily be focused on supporting use cases for 5G broadband (both mobile as well as fixed 5G wireless deployments)

· Work on NextGen massive IoT shall take into consideration the longevity of NB-IoT deployments and provide a unified approach towards massive IoT that does not force an operator to run parallel 5G mIoT and CIot/NB-IoT networks. 

PAGE  
1

