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1
Response
SA2 would like to thank SA4 for their LS on FS_xMBMS and for sending an early version of TR 26.981. SA2 has discussed the liaison and would need to see more detailed descriptions within TR 26.981 in order to reach a conclusion or be able to comment.

SA2 would like to understand if the expectation on the Content Provider is to only confirm the settings received from the BM-SC, as currently shown in the flow in Fig 5.3.1 of TR 26.981, or if it is envisioned that meaningful negotiation of parameter settings will occur between the Content Provider and BM-SC. In particular clause A.1.1 discusses certain parameters (e.g. MCS, committed bitrates, feedback on determining the proper amount of FEC) which may become instantiated at the RAN level, but which may not be customarily be available at the BM-SC. The current interfaces defined in 23.246 do not carry sufficient information in upwards direction between the MCE and the BM-SC to support negotiation of service. Should the transport and processing of such information become necessary, SA2 and Stage 3 groups will need to be made aware ahead of time in order to be able to schedule work effectively. 
2
Actions
To 3GPP SA WG4:
ACTION: SA2 kindly asks SA4 to take the above information into account and to continue sharing information promptly about the progress of the FS_xMBMS study item, particularly as it applies to architecture and interfaces, such that SA2 can reach conclusions and has time to consider the impact of potential work on its schedules.
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