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1. Overall Description:

CT3 would like to thank SA4 for being informed of SA4’s work on FS_xMBMS and for the chance to review and comment on TR 26.981 at an early stage. Within the TR, SA4 defines an “Xm” reference point between Content Provider and BM-SC.
CT3 has developed the MB2 reference point protocol used between BM-SC and GCS AS in TS 29.468, with related stage-2 requirements in TS 23.468. CT3 notes that some of the use cases in TR 26.981 could be satisfied with the existing MB2 protocols, but other use cases go beyond current MB2 capabilities.
Within the framework of the organisation of stage-3 work to be done by all CT WGs (CT1, CT3 and CT4), CT3 has also discussed proposals to allocate the work on the TMB2 reference point, as suggested in TR 23.746 for the "Study on System Architecture Enhancements to eMBMS for TV Video Service" (see also related SA2 LS S2-164145 sent to SA4), in CT3. CT3 agrees that the protocol work would fall into CT3 terms of reference.
Consistent with its terms of reference and expertise, CT3 is particularly interested in the stage-3 and protocol aspects for the new proposed reference points Xm as discussed in TR 26.981 and TMB2 as discussed in TR 23.746, both between the BM-SC and the Content Provider. Based on its terms of reference, CT3 is responsible to perform the related protocol selection and work. 
Close cooperation between SA4 and CT3 on the related contents of the TR 26.981 and later stage-3 normative work seems required.

CT3 would for those reasons ask SA4 and SA2 to kindly answer the following questions:

1. CT3 would like to ask SA4 where it derived the use cases and requirements assumed for the "Xm" reference point in TR 26.981 from.

2. CT3 would like to ask SA2 and SA4 to clarify how the "TMB2" reference point and the "Xm" reference point relate to each other.

3. CT3 would also like to ask SA2 to clarify if the "TMB2" reference point will be an extension to the MB2 reference point, or a new reference point.

2. Actions:

To SA4 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 would like to ask SA4 to clarify:

1. 
where it derived the use cases and requirements assumed for the "Xm" reference point in TR 26.981 from, and

2. 
how the "TMB2" reference point and the "Xm" reference point relate to each other.
To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT3 would like to ask SA2 to clarify:

1. 
how the "TMB2" reference point and the "Xm" reference point relate to each other; and

2.
if the "TMB2" reference point will be an extension to the MB2 reference point, or a new reference point.
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