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Discussion

Concerns
In reviewing the currently proposed CR’s for ePDG selection the following issues have been identified as concerns by this author:-
1) Prior functionality allowed for a HPLMN to use a fixed ePDG FQDN that did not comply with the MCC/MNC structure if the HPLMN desired.  Currently the proposals however require that if Local ePDG is required that a constructed FQDN be used – therefore implicitly requiring that the PLMN use the compliant FQDN format.

2) Prior CR’s allowed for a 3rd party ePDG to be used in the VPLMN, by specifying a different FQDN from the host PLMN’s ePDG (if one exists).  I.E. In the UE’s ePDG selection table for a particular MCC/MNC’s a FQDN of the third party could be specified.  The current CR’s require a constructed FQDN be used – hence 3rd parties that do not have a MCC/MNC cannot be selected in the visited country.
3) Easy design to bypass – by putting the UE in airplane mode no VPLMN is detected – therefore the UE defaults to the HPLMN ePDG.

4) Current proposals create an unusual circumstance that one network (the VPLMN in this case) controls a service that is completely served and operated on other networks (the WiFi provider and HPLMN, or third party ePDG).

5) There is no requirement that a network setting the 23.401 parameter actually operate an ePDG – thereby blocking a legitimate service (even when local regulations do not require local ePDG service).

6) Possibly placing the WiFi provider or ISP in conflict of net neutrality requirements as different VOIP service will operate (or not) differently.

Hopefully, these concerns can be expressed in the resolution to the proposed CR’s at this meeting.
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