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Abstract of the contribution:

The paper discusses the situation and proposes to structure the work on the next generation system architecture in a way that allows SA2 to continue working in two fully parallel session streams.

Discussion

Earlier 3GPP system architectures focused on the 3GPP access part. The just starting work on the next generation system architecture has a wider scope, including also considerations on non-3GPP accesses, certain access independence and convergence aspects. The large scope and probably also ambiguous terminology cause uncertainty on what aspects are relevant for what experts. A majority of delegates has at least some partial interest in that overall work item. Without any further structuring virtually everybody may need or want to attend any sessions on the next generation. This makes it impossible to schedule any other topic or work item in parallel.

The aim of this paper is to consider structuring of that work on the next generation system architecture, which allows SA2 to continue with two fully parallel session streams. From the perspective of scheduling all of SA2’s agenda items it would be best, when today’s well established work split can be used, i.e. some structure comparable to the categories of 3GPP access specific, PCC and QoS specific and non-3GPP access specific functionality. Expertise and delegations have adjusted over the years to such a structure.
Discussions during a conference call on the next generation architecture have revealed that this structure is not suitable to start with. So it is not further considered here to sub-structure the work that way during the initial phase of the work. It will however remain a promising option for later, when there is some overall status that allows for such a separation.

The main concern was that there should be no access specific sub-structuring, at least not initially. Following that it may be considered to combine 3GPP and non-3GPP categories from above. The resulting structure complies with a sub-structuring into C- and U-plane aspects, where the U-plane aspects may be considered as requiring the expertise of what is today related to PCC/QoS. That would provide a basic sub-structure giving at least some options for topics that may be scheduled in parallel.
Now it is obvious that this proposed sub-structure implies some assumption on the next generation system architecture. It is proposed to have an early consideration on whether that assumption may be adopted as an architectural principle, so that it may also serve soon as a basis for structuring the work.

Proposal

It is proposed to consider a basic structuring of the work into C- and U-plane aspects.
To enable such a work structuring it is proposed to have an early consideration under the agenda item of the next generation system architecture, whether such a separation is agreeable as an architectural assumption.
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