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Abstract of the contribution: this paper proposes architectural requirements that should be supported by the new architecture developed as part of FS_5G next generation network architecture. The proposed changes are inherited from the agreed Study item (S2-153703) objectives. It should be incorporated in the TR for FS_5G.
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High-Level Architectural Requirements
Editor's Note: This clause will document high-level architectural requirements that guide the architecture study.
The new architecture shall support the following principles:

· Support new RAT(s), evolved LTE, non-3GPP accesses and minimize access dependencies.
· Ability to handle the rapid growth in mobile data traffic/device numbers in a scalable manner.
· Allow independent evolution of core and radio networks

· Support techniques (e.g. Network Function Virtualization and Software Defined Networking) to reduce total cost of ownership, improve operational efficiency, energy efficiency, and simplicity in and flexibility for offering new services. 
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