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Introduction

Currently, document 23.127 v1.1.1 reads:

7.4
Terminal Capabilities

It shall be possible for a application to request Terminal Capabilities as defined by Mexe [3]. The terminal capabilities are provided by a MEXE compliant terminal to the MEXE Service Environment either on request or by the terminal itself.

Terminal Capabilities are available only after a Capability negotiation has previously taken place between the user´s MEXE terminal and the MEXE Service environment as specified in [3]. 

Note: for Release 99 only WAP MEXE devices can supply terminal capabilities.

Method
GetTerminalCapabilities()

This method is used by an application to get the capabilities of a user´s MEXE terminal.

Direction
Application to Network 

Parameters
UserIdentity

Identifies the user. 

Returns
TerminalCapabilities

Specifies the latest available capabilities of the user´s terminal.
This information, if availabel, are returned in the RDF format as specified for CC/PP in W3C [12].

TerminalCapabilityAge

indicates the time after the terminal capabilities were updated.

Errors
-

Background

In the Japan meeting, S2 #9, the following remarks were made concerning section 7.4 on terminal capabilities:


Two points were raised here:

1. Is the age needed? 
N1 is working on mechanisms that allow the information to be accurate. This needs to be checked.

2. This is a ‘stand-alone’ method. To which interface class should it be added?

Proposed changes

The following is proposed:

1 Make the TerminalCapabilityAge an optional element in the sense that a valid numer only has to be included, if valid information is present.

2 For the moment (R’99), the class should remain standalone, since it does not fit naturally to any other class.

3 In successive versions of OSA (R’00), a separation is expected between the user and the terminal. More then one terminal can possibly be registered to one user. Therefore, an improvement to the current definition would be to change the UserIdentity  parameter into a TerminalIdentity parameter. A new method will be defined in R’00 to retrieve the list of Terminal that are registered to one user.

The Terminal Capabilities Method is therefore proposed as follows:

Method
GetTerminalCapabilities()

This method is used by an application to get the capabilities of a user´s MEXE terminal.

Direction
Application to Network 

Parameters
TerminalIdentity

Identifies the terminal

Returns
TerminalCapabilities

Specifies the latest available capabilities of the user´s terminal.
This information, if availabel, are returned in the RDF format as specified for CC/PP in W3C [12].

TerminalCapabilityAge

indicates the time after the terminal capabilities were updated. If the value of this parameter is NULL, no valid time related information is present.

Errors
-

For discussion

Investigations for R’2000 should be made into a more general approach for user profile/terminal capabilities retrieval from the network. Issues to be solved are:

· Will there be a central database (called User Profile Management SCF), collecting these user profile/terminal capabilities? 

· Where would the User Profile Management SCF retrieve its data from:

· MSC (MS classmark 2), 

· WAP gateway (UAProf)

· SAT

· H.323 stacks

