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1. Introduction

The purpose of this contribution is to give principles for the system design of the codec negotiation and transcoder handling at call setup, during ongoing call and at handover.

2. Principles

· ATM shall be regarded as the principal network configuration between the MSCs. 

· The solution for inter MSC handover is optimised for the case with flexible bearer between MSCs (ATM). 

· The STM case between MSCs shall be seen as a short evolution step towards ATM.

· The anchor concept is inherited from GSM. This means the call control is kept in the anchor MSC in case of inter MSC handover.

· Codec negotiation is part of the call control in the Non Access Stratum (NAS).

· The anchor MSC shall be the controling entity of the transcoder. 

· The anchor MSC informs the ME of the selected codec via CC message.

· In the case of ATM between the MSCs, the transcoder is kept in the anchor MSC during inter MSC handover.

· In case of STM between the MSCs, the transcoder is located in the target MSC.

3. Conclusion

Agree to the key principles above and have them included in 23.121 section 5.
















