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SUMMARY

This contribution proposed some modifications to TS 23.127, some of which may have an impact on the structure of the document.

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS

1) Ensuring a rigorous and coherent use of VHE/OSA terminology throughout the document

In the current version of the document, such terms and concepts as service capability feature, service, interface, or interface class are not used in a very rigorous and coherent way.

For instance, though defined in TS 22.121 (section 10) as “building blocks accessible via a standardised application interface”, the term service capability feature is often used in TS 23.127 with a looser meaning. In several occurrences, the usage of plural adds to the ambiguity, e.g. “the call control service capability features are described in terms of the methods in the call control interface classes” (section 7.1).

It is proposed to ensure a precise usage of the term service capability feature throughout the document.

The term service is used with different, contradictory meanings. Though defined as implemented by applications making use of service capability features, the term is also used to define those service capability features. Here follow some examples:

“Discovery of framework and service interfaces”, “access to service interface”, “registering of service interfaces” (section 5.2)

“The call control network service” (section 7.1)

It is proposed to replace the term service by appropriate terms (e.g. service capability feature) as  needed.

The terms interface class and interface are alternatively used for the same concept. Moreover, the document does not always make clear the association of methods to interface classes (e.g. section 7.4 on terminal capabilities, framework interface classes in general).

It is proposed to systematically use the term interface class when needed, and to ensure the association of methods to their respective interface class.

2) Making related section naming and structuring more precise

It is proposed to improve the readability of the document by using the following approach to name and structure the sections describing service capability features and associated interface classes.

Service capabilities for which several service capability features are defined (e.g. user location):


7.x User Location Service Capability Features


7.x.1 Geographical User Location SCF


7.x.2 Geographical User Location with Triggers SCF


7.x.3 User Location Wireless SCF

Service capabilities for which there is a unique service capability feature (e.g. terminal capabilities):


7.x Terminal Capabilities SCF

When an SCF is specified by more than one interface class (e.g. call control), an additional sub-section level may be added, e.g.:


7.x Call Control Service Capability Features


7.x.1 Generic Call Control SCF


7.x.1.1 Call Manager Interface Class


7.x.1.2 Call Interface Class


7.x.2 …

Alternatively, a systematic 3-level structuring may be adopted, but this may lead to sections with a single sub-section, e.g.


7.x Terminal Capabilities Service Capability Features


7.x.1 Terminal Capabilities SCF


7.x.1.1 Terminal Capabilities Interface Class


7.y …

3) Renaming section 7

The distinction between Framework Service Capability Features and Non-Framework Service Capability Features does not seem to be appropriate, as it defines the latter set of SCFs (the most important from a functional point of view) according to the former one.

As a consequence, it is proposed to rename the second set as Network Service Capability Features.

4) Moving sequence diagrams to a dedicated annex

Sequence diagrams are important for the understanding of TS 32.127. However, their inclusion in the main body of the document does not naturally fit in the current structuring, and tends to clutter the definition of service capability features and interface classes.

As a consequence, it is proposed to move all sequence diagrams in a dedicated annex, where they might be complemented with additional description text to help their understanding.

