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Reply to: “LS on Open Issues on 3G to 2G Handover (packet Switched domain)”

S2 thanks S1 for their liaison statement regarding 2G/3G handover in the PS domain.

S2 agree with S1 that in the case where user equipped with a dual mode terminal is in 3G coverage and has multiple PDP contexts activated (for instance to support multimedia) then it is preferable to handover one PDP context, rather than dropping all of them.

However, S2 think that it is necessary to specify which PDP-context to keep in case there are multiple PDP contexts as “handover candidates”, in order  avoid different behaviour depending on the visited network. 

S2 would like to bring to the attention of S1 that  TS 23.060 section 11.1.1 already specified that if several PDP contexts have been activated for the same APN and PDP address in the first SGSN (secondary PDP context activation), then all PDP contexts except the PDP context with the highest-quality QoS profile are deleted in the MS and in the first SGSN, and the first SGSN shall initiate deletion of these PDP contexts in the GGSN. 3G TS 23.107 shall specify how to determine the highest-quality QoS profile.

S1 is invited to provide guidelines for the determination of the “highest-quality QoS profile”, keeping in mind that S2 really stress that it is preferable to specify the behaviour of the terminal in this case rather than having an operator dependent behaviour.

