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TSG RAN WG3 thanks TSG SA WG2 for their liaison on the position of the protocol conversion between 2G and 3G entities in case of inter system handover.

RAN WG3 acknowledges the information provided by the TSG SA WG2. TSG RAN WG3 would however like to confirm a particular point of the response provided by TSG SA WG2, which is quoted below: 

"TSG SA WG2 is of the opinion that, in case of UMTS to GSM handover, the RNC encapsulate the proper BSSMAP message so that the 3G MSC can send it to the 2G MSC without requesting any intervention from the 3G MSC and 2G MSC. "

The understanding of TSG RAN WG3 is, that the RNC does not generate any complete BSSMAP messages but only includes the "Old BSS to new BSS Information", as defined in GSM 08.08, to the RANAP message (RELOCATION REQUIRED) generated by RNC and used to initiate inter system handover towards GSM BSS. 

Regarding the "Old BSS to new BSS Information" within the RANAP message, it is indeed correct that the 3G MSC can send the "Old BSS to new BSS Information" to the 2G MSC without any intervention for this field by the 3G MSC and 2G MSC. 

RAN WG3 kindly asks SA WG2 whether or not this R3 interpretation of the received S2 LS is correct.

