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Liaison on the use of IPv6 within UMTS

During ETSI Board meeting #22, the Board asked EP UMTS to investigate how IPv6 could be applied within UMTS and its environment.  Subsequently, ETSI has successfully negotiated a co-operation agreement with the IPv6 Forum. 

EP UMTS considered the use of IPv6, during its Yarnfield meeting, and believes that the following areas may be impacted. 

1. Mobility

2. Address space

3. Security

4. End to end IP

5. QoS

6. Spectral efficiency

EP UMTS has been lead to believe that the initial tranche of UMTS standards for the all IP based network option for Release 2000 will be based on IPv4. 

Can 3GPP confirm this to be the case and indicate if and when IPv6 will be included in 3GPP UMTS specifications? 

EP UMTS suggests that 3GPP should incorporate IPv6 into their specifications at the latest in Release 2002.

