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1. Overall Description:

In TS 23.303 c.3.0 the following text is included in clause 4.5.1.1.2.3.1: 

-
The UE shall use radio resources for ProSe Direct Communication as follows:

[…]

-
If the UE intends to use radio resources (i.e. carrier frequency) for ProSe that are not operated by the cell the UE is camped on or the UE is not camped on any cell then the UE shall search for a cell that is operating the provisioned radio resources (i.e. carrier frequency) as defined in TS 36.300 [17], and:

-
If the UE finds such cell, the UE shall use the radio resource description indicated by that cell. If that cell does not provide radio resources for ProSe, the UE shall not perform ProSe transmission and reception on those radio resources.

[…]

What is not clarified is how the highlighted text from TS 23.303 will affect (if at all) PLMN selection procedures. 

The following options were discussed in SA2 in order to address this multi-carrier scenario across PLMNs: 

Option 1
It is always assumed that the two PLMNs (illustrated as PLMN A and PLMN B in Figure 1), i.e the one owning the carrier in the WAN cell and the one owning the cell that advertises ProSe resources, are considered equivalent PLMNs and as such the UE can move “between the two PLMNs without going through PLMN selection. 

If the UE detects a cell that is not part of the registered PLMN or the equivalent PLMN, it does not perform ProSe. This is considered a (rare) configuration error.
Option 2
The UE searches for a cell in the provisioned radio resources irrespective of the PLMN where the detected cell belongs and irrespective of the PLMN where the UE is registered. 

If the UE finds a cell in the registered PLMN or a PLMN equivalent to the registered PLMN then the UE uses the resources description indicated by that cell and continues as described in the existing text in TS 23.303 c.3.0.

If the UE finds a cell in another PLMN (not the registered PLMN or a PLMN equivalent to the registered PLMN), then: 

- If the UE is in CONNECTED mode it disconnects from the camped cell and triggers/attempts PLMN selection of the PLMN advertised in the identified cell 

- If the UE is in IDLE mode then it triggers/attempts PLMN selection of the PLMN advertised in the identified cell

If PLMN selection succeeds then the UE uses ProSe as described above, if not then the UE does not use ProSe.

Option 3
The UE searches for a cell in the provisioned radio resources irrespective of the PLMN where the cell belongs and irrespective of the PLMN where the UE is registered. 

If the UE finds a cell in the registered PLMN or equivalent to the registered then the UE uses the resources description indicated by that cell and continues as described in the existing text in TS 23.303 c.3.0.

If the UE finds a cell in another PLMN (not the registered PLMN or equivalent to the registered PLMN), then it uses the radio resources of the identified cell. With this option the UE is camped for WAN services in one PLMN and use the resources of another PLMN for D2D/ProSe. 

According to the analysis in SA2, option 1 presents the simpler option but it is not clear whether the two PLMNs can always be configured as equivalent PLMNs or otherwise ProSe will not work. Option 3 requires that the UE will be camped on one PLMN for WAN service and use resources of another PLMN for ProSe Direct Communication. This could impose complexities that are not discussed in terms of management of resources e.g. in mode 1, and charging that have not been investigated.

As such SA2 believe that for rel.12 option 2 can be considered the most realistic option. 

2. Actions:

To TSG CT WG1 and RAN WG2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks CT1 and RAN2 to provide feedback on the issue and options identified by SA2 to resolve this scenario.
3. Date of Next SA WG2 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #108 
13- 17 April, 2015
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TSG-SA WG2 Meeting #109
25-29 May, 2015
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