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1. Overall Description:

SA2 would like to thank RAN3 for the LS on E-RAB(s) failed to modify in E-RAB Modification Confirm.

SA2 discussed the handling for the E-RAB(s) failed to be modified within the E-RAB Modification procedure. It is SA2’s understanding that RAN3 indicated that it is up to the eNB to decide on subsequent actions, e.g. release or maintain the bearers that have not been switched successfully in the core network.SA2 understood this to mean that 
the Master eNB either keeps the previous transport path unchanged and if applicable, triggers to release the corresponding SCG bearers, or tears down the corresponding E-RAB(s).
SA2 would like to highlight that today, if a creation or a modification for an EPS Bearer fails, this may be for various reasons. The MME is accordingly informed by the SGW of any reason for failure. This allows MME to perform appropriate clean-up procedures on the SGW/PGWs for the affected EPS Bearers, e.g. to release those. SA2 would prefer to apply the same principle to theDual Connectivity feature, which is different from what RAN3 assume so far.
SA2 believes that MME, based on e.g. the cause values provided by the SGW, is in the best position to determine the cause of EPS Bearer Modification failure procedure in the Core Network, and its subsequent handling in both the RAN and the Core Network. 
The condition that  despite of failure of the EPS Bearer Modification procedure in the Core Network, the previous E-RAB(s) and its related handling at SGW can be kept intact,  SA2 believes the  MME should indicate to the Master eNB in the E-RAB MODIFICATION CONFIRM response. 
Since such behaviour is specific to the error cause code received on S11, SA2 would kindly request CT4 to provide their analysis of what causes can permit this. Note that this should not impact RAN3 specification work as it is only for MME decision. 

2. Actions:

To RAN3 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests RAN3 to take the above information into account.
To CT4 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 kindly requests CT4 to perform the requested analysis.
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