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4.8
Network Discovery and Selection

4.8.0
General Principles

The following principles apply when the UE is registered in the Home PLMN or in a PLMN which is equivalent to the home PLMN and when both 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses are available or when multiple non-3GPP accesses are available:

-
The EPS network may provide the UE with assistance data/policies about available accesses located in the Home PLMN or in a PLMN equivalent to the Home PLMN, to allow the UE to scan for accesses and select an access.

-
If the UE is capable of routing different IP flows to the same PDN connection through different access networks (see TS 23.261 [55]), the EPS network shall allow the operator to influence the access where a specific IP flow shall be routed.

-
If the UE is capable of routing different simultaneously active PDN connections through different access networks, the EPS network shall allow the operator to influence the access where a specific PDN connection shall be routed.

-
Assistance data/policies are provided only after establishing secure communication, as specified in TS 33.402 [45].

-
The assistance data/policies provided to UE may depend on the UE's subscription data.

-
The EPS network allows the operator to influence the access that the UE shall handover to (when in active mode) or re-select (when in idle mode).

-
Multi-access network discovery and selection works for both single-radio and multiple- radio terminals. For the case of multiple-radio terminals, multi-access network discovery and selection works without requiring all radios supported by the UE to be switched on.

-
No architectural impact is foreseen for network selection upon initial network attachment.

-
The UE may provide information to the network for the retrieval of the assistance data/policies.

The following principles apply when the UE is registered in a Visited PLMN (VPLMN) and when both 3GPP and non-3GPP accesses are available or when multiple non-3GPP accesses are available:

-
The VPLMN shall be able to provide Access Network Discovery information only for 3GPP and non-3GPP access networks that provide connectivity to the VPLMN or to a PLMN equivalent to the VPLMN, or to both.

-
The VPLMN shall be able to provide to a roaming UE Inter-System Mobility Policies and/or Inter System Routing Policies (see clause 4.8.2.1). Such policies shall be valid only in the VLPMN or in a PLMN equivalent to the VPLMN, as per roaming agreements.

-
The Home PLMN (HPLMN) shall be able to provide to a roaming UE Access Network Discovery information for 3GPP and non-3GPP access networks that provide connectivity to the HPLMN or to a PLMN equivalent to the HPLMN, or to both.

-
The HPLMN shall be able to provide to a roaming UE Inter-System Mobility Policies and/or Inter System Routing Policies.

-
When the UE receives Inter System Routing Policies from the HPLMN and the VPLMN, it shall select the active rule according to clause 4.8.2a.1.
-
When the UE receives Inter System Mobility Policies from the HPLMN and the VPLMN, it shall select the active rule according to clause 4.8.2a.1. 
-
The VPLMN shall not provide Inter-APN Routing Policies, and the UE shall ignore any Inter-APN Routing Policy, which is delivered by a VPLMN.

The multi-access network discovery and selection mechanism shall not interfere with the existing 3GPP PLMN selection mechanisms used for the 3GPP Access Technologies (specified in TS 23.122 [53]) and with the existing 3GPP2 network selection mechanisms. The multi-access network discovery and selection procedures defined in this document include a WLAN access selection procedure and a PLMN selection procedure for WLAN access (see clause 4.8.2b), which are different from and shall not be used in conjuction with the procedures for I-WLAN access (specified in TS 23.234 [5]).

The ANDSF's policy and the UE implementation shall ensure that PLMN changes are not conducted more often than the time stored in the USIM (in EFHPPLMN, see TS 31.102 [46]) for the "periodic network selection attempts" specified in TS 22.011 [47].

NOTE:
A change between the HPLMN and another PLMN equivalent to the HPLMN may be triggered by the ANDSF, but is not considered a PLMN reselection.

**** Next Changes *****

4.8.2.1.2
Inter-System Mobility Policy

The Inter-System Mobility Policy (ISMP) is a set of operator-defined rules that affect the inter-system mobility decisions taken by the UE. The UE uses the inter-system mobility policy when it can route IP traffic only over a single radio access interface at a given time (e.g. is neither IFOM nor MAPCON capable or its IFOM and MAPCON capabilities are disabled) in order to select the most preferable access technology type or access network that should be used to connect to EPC.

The inter-system mobility policy may be provisioned in the UE and may be updated by the ANDSF based on network triggers or after receiving a UE request for network discovery and selection information.

Each ISMP rule includes the following information:

-
Validity conditions, i.e. conditions indicating when the rule is valid (such conditions may include e.g. a time duration, a location area, etc.).

-
A prioritized list of access technologies or access network that indicate the order in which they are preferred for EPC connectivity.

-
A rule priority that indicates the priority of this rule with respect to other ISMP rules provided by the same PLMN.

For example, an ISMP rule may indicate that 3GPP access is preferable to WLAN access for EPC connectivity. When this rule is applied, inter-system handover from 3GPP access to WLAN access is not allowed. The rule may also indicate e.g. that WiMAX access is more preferable to WLAN access.

NOTE:
The inter-system mobility policy does not indicate the most preferable access network or access technology type that should be used to access CS services.

**** Next Changes *****

4.8.2.1.4
Inter-System Routing Policy

The Inter-System Routing Policy (ISRP) is a set of operator-defined rules that determine how the UE should route IP traffic across multiple radio access interfaces. The ANDSF may provide a list of ISRP rules to the UE independently of the UE capability to route IP traffic simultaneously over multiple radio access interfaces. The UE uses the ISRP rules when it can route IP traffic simultaneously over multiple radio access interfaces (e.g. it is an IFOM capable UE with the IFOM capability enabled or a MAPCON capable UE with the MAPCON capability enabled) in order to meet the operator routing / offload preferences by:

(i)
deciding when an access technology type / access network is restricted for a specific IP traffic flow and/or a specific APN; and

(ii)
selecting the most preferable access technologies / access networks which should be used by the UE when available to route IP traffic that matches specific criteria (e.g. all traffic to a specific APN, or all traffic belonging to a specific IP flow, or all traffic of a specific application, etc).

The inter-system routing policy may be provisioned in the UE and may be updated by the ANDSF based on network triggers or after receiving a UE request for network discovery and selection information.

Each ISRP rule includes the following information:

-
Rules for IFOM: Each one of these rules identifies a prioritised list of access technologies / access networks which should be used by the UE when available to route traffic that matches specific IP traffic filters on a specific APN or on any APN. A rule for IFOM can also identify which radio accesses are restricted for traffic that matches specific IP traffic filters on aspecific APN (e.g. WLAN is not allowed for RTP/RTCP traffic flows on APN-x) or on any APN;

-
Each rule for IFOM contains one or more IP traffic filters (to match specific IP traffic), a prioritised list of access technologies / access networks, a rule priority and, optionally, validity conditions that indicate when the rule is valid. Each IP traffic filter may identify traffic based on destination/source address, transport protocol, destination/source port numbers, DSCP or Traffic Class, destination domain name and application identity.

-
Rules for MAPCON: Each one of these rules identifies a prioritised list of access technologies / access networks which should be used by the UE when available to route PDN connections to specific APNs. A rule for MAPCON can also identify which radio accesses are restricted for PDN connections to specific APNs (e.g. WLAN is not allowed for PDN connection to APN-x);

-
Each rule for MAPCON contains an APN value, a prioritised list of access technologies / access networks, a rule priority and, optionally, validity conditions that indicate when the rule is valid. When no APN value is contained, the rule applies to any APN.

-
Rules for Non-seamless WLAN Offload (NSWO) specified in clause 4.1.5: Each one of these rules identifies which traffic shall or shall not be non-seamlessly offloaded to a WLAN when available. It shall be possible to restrict certain traffic from using non-seamless WLAN offload only in specific WLAN access networks or in all WLAN access networks. Similarly, it shall be possible to permit certain traffic to use non-seamless WLAN offload only in specific WLAN access networks or in all WLAN access networks.

-
Each rule for NSWO contains one or more IP traffic filters (to match specific IP traffic), a rule priority and, optionally, validity conditions that indicate when the rule is valid. Each IP traffic filter may identify traffic based on destination/source address, transport protocol, destination/source port numbers, DSCP or Traffic Class, destination domain name and application identity.

The prioritised list of access technologies included in the rules for IFOM and MAPCON may contain 3GPP access, WLAN access as well as specific 3GPP RATs such as GERAN, UTRAN and E-UTRAN. The order of the access technologies in this list allows the operator to prioritize specific 3GPP RATs with respect to WLAN access. The UE shall use the prioritised list of access technologies in these rules only for IP routing and PDN connection establishment. The UE shall not use this prioritised list for 3GPP RAT selection.

NOTE 1:
For example, if the UE camps on UTRAN and the prioritised list of access networks in the active IFOM rule indicates that E-UTRAN has the highest priority for an IP flow, this rule does not trigger the UE to re-select to E-UTRAN for routing the IP flow.

If more than one valid rule for IFOM and non-seamless WLAN offload match a specific IP traffic flow, the UE applies the rule with the highest rule priority.
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