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5.4.5
GPRS Mobile Stations

A GPRS MS can operate in one of three modes of operation. The mode of operation depends on the services that the MS is attached to, i.e., only GPRS or both GPRS and other GSM services, and upon the MS's capabilities to operate GPRS and other GSM services simultaneously.

-
Class‑A mode of operation: The MS is attached to both GPRS and other GSM services, and the MS supports simultaneous operation of GPRS and other GSM services.

-
Class‑B mode of operation: The MS is attached to both GPRS and other GSM services, but the MS can only operate one set of services at a time. 
-
Class‑C mode of operation: The MS is exclusively attached to GPRS services.

The three modes of operation are defined in GSM 02.60.

NOTE:
Other GSM technical specifications may refer to the MS modes of operation as GPRS class‑A MS, GPRS class‑B MS, and GPRS class‑C MS.

