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A question on usage of E interface in 2G-3G interworking was raised in RAN WG3 meeting in Sophia Antipolis (09/99). Specifically there was different views of the protocol whose messages are encapsulated to the MAP messages exchanged between 2G MSC and 3G MSC in case of 2G-3G interworking due to GSM to UMTS handover. The question is, in which place the 'protocol conversion' between BSSMAP and RANAP is done; i.e.  in Anchor MSC or in Relay MSC?

Specifically the discussion concerned following item:

If a GSM call is anchored in 2G MSC and a handover is to be made to UMTS UTRAN connected to 3G MSC. During this handover and after the handover the call is still anchored in the 2G MSC, is the 2G MSC supposed to 

· support RANAP protocol and to send encapsulated RANAP messages towards the 3G Relay MSC, or

· send encapsulated BSSAP messages towards the 3G MSC and suppose that the 3G relay MSC makes the necessary conversion from BSSAP to RANAP

In case the latter approach is assumed, how the additional information that may be required for the RANAP messages and is not present in corresponding BSSAP messages is supposed to be available for the relay MSC? 

In the opposite case, i.e. in UMTS to GSM handover, is it correct to assume that the anchor 3G MSC would be responsible for the 'protocol conversion' i.e. (encapsulated) RANAP messages (Relocation required and Relocation Command) are used between anchor MSC and UTRAN while encapsulated BSSAP messages are exchanged between anchor 3G MSC and relay 2G MSC during and after the UMTS to GSM handover.   

