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S2 has considered the liaison from S3 on their initial thought on GSM/UMTS interoperation for security related issues.

S2 supports the view expressed in the referenced liaison  statement on the feasibility of re-authentication at inter-system handover.

For the location of the conversion function:

Based on the assumption that the set of vectors can be provided either independantly or together within the MAP operation between an UMTS HLR and any nodes (MSC or SGSN) requesting these vectors –i.e. an upgraded node will receive both sets and a non upgraded node shall only recieve the necessary vector- S2 is of the opinion that it would be preferable that the HLR shall contain the conversion functions. Note that this is a first analysis, and that does not prevent further analysis of the different solutions.

Further information is needed to decide the location of the conversion function on the mobile side.

If the working assumption made by S2 is incorrect then S2 would like to know what is the exact intention of S3 on this matter and is welcoming the idea of the joint session proposed by S3 to discuss with other involved Working Group the full issue. S2 Relevant material (e.g. for inter-system handover procedure) will be prsesented during the joint meeting. Unfortunatly the date proposed is colliding with the date of the next S2 meeting but it will be ensure that delegate from S2 shall attend this meeting in order to be able to complete the issue in due time for completion of the release 99.

