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1. Introduction
User-to-user signalling (UUS) supplementary service allows a mobile subscriber to send/receive a limited amount of information to/from another PLMN or ISDN subscriber over the signalling channel in association with a call to the other subscriber within the digital cellular telecommunications system.

UUS was approved as part of ETSI Release 98.

2. User-to-User Signalling Enhancements

Recent developments, e.g. MExE, bring intelligence to the MS. Communication may happen between users, but also between a user and an application and between applications.

The basic idea of UUS Enhancements is to enhance the User-user information element to support the use of UUS as a bearer of e.g. MExE. 

It is proposed to introduce a Data Coding Scheme (DCS) and a User Data Header (UDH) in the User-to-user information element. These enhancements are already done in the same way for SMS and under discussion for USSD.

Data Coding Scheme (DCS) is to be used for handling of the message; the alphabet/coding, the language, etc.

The main advantage to be gained by the inclusion of the UDH is the ability to handle application addressing in a proven way.

3. Proposal

S1 has discussed this issue and wishes to utilise SMS, USSD and UUS capabilities in a common way as low speed data bearers. 

S1 has not made any modifications to UUS Stage 1 (02.87) but changes similar to those made to the USSD Stage 1 would be required if this feature were to be provided. 

It is proposed that S2 should evaluate the enhancements of UUS and propose the suitable technical group to create a WI. In this evaluation S2 are asked to consider the impact upon active speech calls when applications are able initiate the use of UUS. S2 are also asked to comment on the support of charging for this feature.

