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S2 thanks R3 for the statements and S2 likes to highlight the architectural requirements of UMTS for Release 99.

Combined and separated core network nodes are supported in UMTS R99. A combined node is such a node that appears in the network logically as one node, that means in particular that it has one address (one Signaling Point Code).

To comply with the architectural requirements to support both separated and combined MSC/VLR and SGSN configurations it can not be assumed that PS and CS related signaling over the Iu interface terminates in or is originated from separated nodes (i.e. different signaling point codes).

Therefore other means than the CN nodes address have to be used to distinguish the two different service domain.

An implementation may have a single (PS or CS) Iu interface, that is SCCP and higher layer messages shall be allowed to use a single Iu connection/instance below SCCP layer.

The details of the solution is left to the experts of RAN WG3.




















































