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Report of the ETSI SMG 12 / 3GPP TSG SA WG2 joint Meeting

26th of May 1999

Sophia Antipolis, France

Chairman:

François Courau, Alcatel

Secretary:

Alain Sultan, MCC

1. General

The joint SMG12/TSG SA2 meeting took place on Wednesday, the 26th of March 1999. It was chaired by Mr François Courau, Alcatel, and hosted by MCC at Sophia Antipolis.

2. SoLSA Issues

C-99-452, source SMG2: LS to ITU-T SG2 (Cc SMG12) on assigning one unique MCC(PLMN) code for the GSM “Support of Localised Service Area” (SoLSA) exclusive access

This LS quickly exposes to ITU the procedure to select a PLMN in SoLSA: this procedure fulfils the requirement to allow non-SoLSA compatible MS to perform emergency call in a LSA cell. It explains that a new MCC is required to this aim, and asks for this MCC.

Conclusion: The document was noted.

C-99-453, source SMG3A: LS to SMG2A (Cc SMG12) on response to SoLSA exclusive access

This LS raises some comments and concerns about the solution developed by SMG2A for the SoLSA exclusive access. It raises e.g. the problem of knowing what happens if ITU cannot allocate a new MCC code, and states they cannot approve the corresponding 04.08 CR until these problems are solved.

Conclusion: A draft answer is provided in C-99-491.

C-99-491, source Ericsson [said to be SMG12]: Answer to the Liaison Statement on SoLSA exclusive access
This LS to SMG3A (copy SMG2A) explains that the solution exposed by SMG2A has been concluded after a joint SMG1, SMG2 and SMG12 meeting, and that other solutions have been considered before making the final choice. It explains that ITU has already allocated the requested MCC and MNC codes, and that the corresponding stage 2 document (i.e. 03.73) will be changed accordingly.

Conclusion: This LS is approved with the following changes (in the 3rd paragraph): The stage 2 description is will be updated according to the attached CR 03.73 A006 r1, which has been approved by SMG12. 

These changes are reported in C-99-496.

C-99-496 was approved without presentation.

C-99-455, source Ericsson: CR A004 r0 on 03.73 on Inter-working between SoLSA and GPRS

This CR proposes to modify 03.73 as to allow the SGSN to send LSA information to the BSS in order for the BSS to determine specific cell selection parameters for the mobile station.

Conclusion: This CR was approved.

C-99-456, source Ericsson: CR A005 r0 on 03.73 on Transfer of the LSA Information to the MS.
One sentence is proposed for addition to 03.37 to define the case when a SoLSA mobile is handed over to a cell without a LSA ID to which the subscriber has subscription.

Conclusion: This CR was approved.

C-99-457, source Ericsson: CR A 006 r0 on 03.73 on Addition of functionality for support of exclusive access
This CR proposes to introduce in 03.73 all the changes reflecting the solution finally decided on LSA access.

Discussion: it was commented that it would be preferable to put the default codes in 03.03 so people is aware not to use them for another purpose. This leads to re-write some small parts of this CR.

Conclusion: The CR was approved in principle, and a revised version was provided in C-99-492. The corresponding CR on 03.03 will be provided in C-99-493.

C-99-492, source Ericsson: CR A006 r1 on 03.73 on Addition of functionality for support of exclusive access
This document reflects the changes mentioned during the presentation of C-99-457.

Conclusion: The CR was approved.

C-99-493, source Ericsson: CR A021 on 03.03 on Definition of escape PLMN code

As agreed during the presentation of C-99-457, this CR proposes to add the following sentence to 03.03:

A specific GSM PLMN code (MCC + MNC) may be broadcast for non SoLSA compatible mobile stations that do not understand the exclusive access indicator (see GSM 03.73). The reserved value of the escape PLMN code is MCC = 901 and MNC = 08.

Conclusion: The CR was approved. It will be forwarded to SMG3.

C-99-458, source Ericsson: CR A007r0 on 03.73 on Addition of functionality for support of preferential access

In order to support preferential access an indication has to be stored together with each LSA defined in the HLR. This information also has to be sent to the BSS at call set-up. This CR proposes to add such procedure.

Conclusion: The CR was approved.

3. CTS Issues

C-99-486, source Alcatel: CR A001 on 03.56 on CTS usage with licence exempt frequencies

This CR proposes some clarifications on licence exempt frequencies mode of operation. This feature will allow national regulators to allocate licence exempt frequencies to CTS usage.

Note: v.7.0.0 instead of v.2.2.0 is meant in the cover page. This will be reflected in the file C-99-486_corrected.

Conclusion: The CR is approved.

C-99-487, source Alcatel: CR A002 on 03.56 on Definition of CTS-FP connected to a GSM PLMN

This CR proposes to enable a CTS-FP to be connected to a PLMN, and not only to a fixed network.

Conclusion: This TDoc was approved with a minor editorial change on fixed network definition in section 3.1. This modification is reflected in C-99-494.

C-99-494, source Alcatel: CR A002r1 on 03.56 on Definition of CTS-FP connected to a GSM PLMN

[Note: an interim version of C-99-494, which was circulating during the meeting, mentioned “CR A002” instead of “CR A002 r1”].

Conclusion: This CR was approved.

4. GPRS

C-99-454, source SMG2A: LS to SMG1 and SMG12 on Proposition of CRs concerning the clarification to the class B mode of operation

These CRs propose some new text to clarify the definition of the class B mode of operation in 02.60 and to make a reference to this definition in 03.60. One CR on 02.60 is proposed for approval by SMG1 and one CR on 03.60 is proposed for approval by SMG12.

Discussion: the 02.60 was seen more as a contribution to 03.60.

The sentence “Monitoring of paging channels in packet transfer mode is a matter of MS implementation” was seen by Telia as dangerous for an operator.

Changing class B definition for release 97 at this stage may have some important impacts. 

Conclusion: No conclusion is possible before to check the SMG1 conclusion. A draft LS will be elaborated to SMG1 to provide SMG12 comments in C-99-495.

C-99-495, source Ericsson [said to be SMG12/SA2]: Answer to SMG1, SMG2 WPA (Cc SMG 3A) to the LS on proposition of CRs concerning the clarification of class-B mode of operation

It is proposed to answer to SMG2A that the current definition of class B mode of operation in 02.60 should be kept, with maybe some clarifications to be made to 03.60. Also SMG12/SA2 cannot react without knowing SMG1 reaction.

Discussion: SMG12 changed to S2/SMG12 in last but one line in C-99-497.

C-99-497 was approved.

C-99-464 is withdrawn (equivalent to C-99-454).

C-99-490, source Nortel: Co-ordination of radio resource allocation

This contribution notices that the WI on “Co-ordination of radio resource allocation” is not making any progress and proposes some main lines to resume the work on it. The TDoc identifies different enhancements in the perception of service, and indicates in each case some avenues for these enhancements. The question is whether all the issues are to be covered by R99 or which subset has to be addressed.

Discussion: 

The contribution was presented as providing a path towards 3GPP by allowing cheap dual GSM/UMTS MS. It was explained that concurrency between CS and PS services is assumed to be one key point for UMTS. This assumption was enforced by one LS on the same subject, sent by SMG12 at its Walnut Creek meeting.

The idea of coupling user data of PS and CS domains was mentioned as being one step beyond the WI: it was explained that, for the time being, the WI only aims at co-ordinating the signalling aspects.

It was clarified that half-rate speech was not considered: as ‘half-slot GPRS’ has not be defined, it was judged useless to consider half-rate speech (a ‘one and a half’ MS is not defined). 

The study entitled ‘Several SGSN in PLMN’ shall cover HO.

In section 1, the statement “This is not possible in R97” was said to be inaccurate: an MS can indeed listen to a SGSN paging in “group call dedicated mode”. It was clarified that the author means by “dedicated mode” the “normal dedicated mode” and not the group call one.

There was a common agreement that co-ordination could be made by the BSS for CS/PS services, in the sense explained in the paper.

It was explained that one key idea is that when a paging message reaches the BSS, the BSS either broadcast it (if the MS is not present) or transmit the paging message on the already established dedicated link if it exists.

If the Gs is implemented, this mechanism can be used or not, but seems to be useless.

It was clarified that two main points are raised by the contribution:

Paging co-ordination by the BSS, and Radio resources co-ordination.

The solution proposed for single slot also provides some benefits for the two time slots case.

It was explained that other possibilities (co-ordination performed by the NSS with the Gs interface or performed by the MS) were already explored by a Nortel contribution some two years ago.

It was said that R97 provides a bit of MS co-ordination (see mode 1), a bit of BSS co-ordination (see mode 2), a bit of NSS co-ordination (see mode 3), with a multitude of options. One aim of the study should be to rationalise this issue.

Conclusion: It is proposed to start the study for two slots MS, and extend it to one slot MS if possible. A new ETR is proposed to centralise the study. The next steps are to provide a stage 2 description, only for multislots. Nortel will provide the first draft of the proposed ETR.

5. 03.60 CRs

C-99-488, source CSELT: CR A130 on 03.60 v.6.3.1 on MSISDN in GGSN

This CR is intended to add an MSISDN field within PDP Context data retained in the GGSN. This additional information can be used when a secure access to a remote application residing on a server is needed.

Discussion: a companion CR to 09.60 should be provided if the proposal can be agreed, adding one field at the PDP context activation. This indication should be provided on the cover sheet.

Conclusion: approved, and forwarded to SMG3. 

C-99-489, source CSELT: CR A131 on 03.60 v.7.0.0 on MSISDN in GGSN
This CR is equivalent to the previous one, but refers to 03.60 v.7.0.0.

Conclusion: This CR is approved.

C-99-459, source UWCC: CR A116r1 on 03.60 on Tunnelling of Non-GSM Messages

The CR provides a generic mechanism for the exchange of signalling between a MS and a non-GSM MSC/VLR, transparently through the SGSN. It requests the addition of the Tunnelling of Messages (TOM) service to 03.60 to support the above function. A new section 6.10 entitled “Tunnelling of non-GSM Signalling Messages Function” is proposed.

Conclusion: forwarded to SMG3 for approbation.

6. 03.03 Issues

C-99-466, source GSM Association – IREG: LS to SMG1 (Cc SMG12) on Proposed Modification to GSM 03.03 to include formally humanly-readable APN Operator Identifiers

This CR proposes that GSM 03.03 is modified so that the PLMN supports addresses of the form: “<network name>.<country>.gprs” equivalent to: “mnc <MNC>.MCC<MCC>.gprs”. This will result in the appropriate functionality being universally supported throughout all GSM PLMNs, thereby aiding roaming. 

Discussion: On a formal point of view, it was stated that the LS was sent without any formal approval from IREG. It was also wondering why this LS was sent to SMG1 when it proposes some changes to 03.03.

On a technical point of view, the reasons beyond the proposed changes were wondered.

Conclusion: The CR is noted. SMG12 wait for some input from SMG1, as the LS is directed to this group.

7. LCS Issues

C-99-485, source T1P1.5: LS to SMG12/SA2 on LCS architecture

This LS is an acknowledgement of receipt from an initial LS from SMG12/SA2 requesting T1P1.5 to consider a BSS-centric architecture for LCS phase 2 (only the NSS-centric approach is considered for phase 1).

Conclusion: The LS is noted.

8. Technical project co-ordination within S2 and 3GPP

S2-99395, source TSG S2 Chairman: Technical project co-ordination within S2 and 3GPP
This contribution clarifies the role of SA2 and proposes to identify wide areas of technical co-operation. For each area, an ad-hoc group is created, reporting to SA2, in charge of supervising the work performed by the TSG/WGs on a dedicated subject. Ten areas are proposed (e.g. bearer services, UMTS/GSM interoperation,…).

Discussion: it was clarified that it will be avoided as far as possible to have additional meetings for these ad-hocs: the issues can be discussed by e-mails, phone, etc.

It was stressed that the proposal is subject to further refinements, e.g. a group on multimedia can be created, even though it was not judged relevant by the author, because already covered by other groups.

It was commented that the outputs of these groups can be considered alike the 10 series in GSM.

A similar approach was said to be taken for GPRS, but with one single man instead of an ad-hoc group.

Each of these groups will perform technical management on a dedicated subject. Their role is to raise a flag if they realise that two TSG/WGs are overlapping on a subject, or if a TSG/WG does not take into account the document developed by another one.

The key problem was to help as much as possible to work efficiently, avoiding discrepancies.

It was stressed that for GSM, the PT SMG of ETSI was taking care of such co-ordination task. It was then proposed to have this done by MCC, but it was answered that the resources of MCC seem not to enable such co-ordination task.

The name of these ad-hoc/co-ordination groups was discussed, without conclusion.

The idea of creating this kind of co-ordination groups was appreciated.

Concerning the groups themselves, creating one ‘packet architecture’ group and one ‘circuit architecture’ group was questioned. Also the group described in 3.10 on ‘location based services’ means in fact ‘location management and location services’. Also S2 is missing in the group defined in 3.6.

It was proposed to add a group on operation and maintenance, but then it was answered that a WG already exists on this subject (namely S5).

N2 group is missing in ‘packet architecture’ and ‘circuit architecture’ groups.

Conclusion: The principle of the proposal is agreed, but the actual co-ordination ad-hoc groups shall be further refined. The first task of these ad-hoc groups should be to clarify which WGs should be involved in each ad-hoc. The responsible persons for each group shall be named by the end of Wednesday, June the 2nd. The final names should be provided by Friday, June the 4th.

9. Transfer of spec from GSM to 3GPP

It was remembered that one of S2 main task is to identify and perform any potential work for each GSM spec to be transferred to 3GPP. Some work by e-mail is required on this subject, because the comments shall be provided to next SA plenary.

Discussion: It was remarked that 03.60 is not mentioned in the list provided by SA. 03.xy is named 23.0xy in the 3GPP numbering scheme.

Conclusion: the work of reviewing the GSM specs to be transferred to 3GPP was divided into some companies, which shall refer any problem to the S2/SMG12 e-mail list reflectors.

Alcatel will review 03.03, 03.07 to 03.12, 03.14, 03.15, and 03.16.

Vodafone will review 03.18 and 03.22 (wait for the result of the idle mode workshop for 03.22).

Nortel will review 03.32.

Nokia will review 03.34, 03.39, 03.40, 03.42, 03.43, 03.44, 03.45, 03.46, 03.54, 03.57, 03.67, 03.68 and 03.60.

NTT DoCoMo will review 03.38.

Ericsson will review 03.70, 03.72, 03.78, 03.79, 03.81, 03.82, 03.83, 03.84 and 03.85.

Siemens will review 03.86, 03.87, 03.88, 03.90, 03.91, 03.93 and 03.96.

10. Other issues

S2-99355, source Nortel Networks: Support of Universal LSA Ids for SoLSA – Establishment of an Assigning Authority
The previous LS from SMG12 to MoU was said to be lost, so a new version of the LS is provided in this document.

Conclusion: the LS is approved (again).

C-99-498, source T1P1.5: LS to SMG (Cc SMG12) on Request for Mobile Number Portability (MNP) Document
Conclusion: This document was quickly presented and noted.
11. Closing

The chairman thanked the host for providing excellent facilities, the secretary, and the delegates for their positive attitude and willingness to progress efficiently and quickly.

Annexes

A.1. List of Temporary Documents

Note: the list was shared between SMG12 and QoS ad-hoc meeting. This is the reason why all the numbers are not consecutive.

TDoc #
Title
Source

C-99-450
 Agenda SMG12 June meeting - Sophia Antipolis
SMG12 chairman

C-99-452
LS from SMG2 on assigning one unique MCC(PLMN) code for the GSM “Support of Localised Service Area” (SoLSA) exclusive access
SMG2

C-99-453
LS from SMG3A on Response to SoLSA exclusive access
SMG3A

C-99-454
LS from SMG2A on Proposition of CRs concerning the clarification to the class B mode of operation
SMG2A

C-99-455
Inter-working between SoLSA and GPRS
Ericsson

C-99-456
Transfer of the LSA Information to the MS
Ericsson

C-99-457
Addition of functionality for support of exclusive access
Ericsson

C-99-458
Addition of functionality for support of preferential access
Ericsson

C-99-459
CR A116r1 on 03.60 on Tunneling of non-GSM messages
AT&T

C-99-464
LS from SMG1 on Proposition of CRs concerning the clarification to the class B mode of operation
SMG1

C-99-465
LS from SMG2 on on Serviced Based Cell Selection [answer of C-99-405]
SMG2

C-99-466
LS from "GSM Association – IREG" to SMG1 (CcSMG12) on Proposed Modification to GSM 03.03 to include formally humanly-readable APN Operator Identifiers
GSM Association – IREG

C-99-485
LCS liaison
T1P1.5

C-99-486
CR1 to 03.56
Alcatel

C-99-487
CR2 to 03.56
Alcatel

C-99-488
CR on 03.60 on MSISDN in GGSN
CSELT

C-99-489
CR on 03.60
CSELT

C-99-490
Co-ordination of radio resource allocation
Nortel

C-99-491
draft LS
Ericsson

C-99-492
revised 457
Ericsson

C-99-493
CR on 03.03
Ericsson

C-99-494
CR2r2 to 03.56
Alcatel

C-99-495
LS to SMG1 based on 454
drafting group

C-99-496
revised 491
SMG12

C-99-497
revised 495
SMG12

C-99-498
Subject: Request for Mobile Number Portability (MNP) Document
T1P1.5

These documents can be found at:

http://docbox.etsi.org/Tech-Org/smg/Document/smg12/9905_joint_SA2/TDocs/
A.2. Tables of CR

· CRs on 03.56 v7.0.0

CR #
TDoc #
Title
company
Comments

001
C-99-486
CTS usage with licence exempt frequencies
Alcatel


A002r1
C-99-494
Definition of CTS-FP connected to a GSM PLMN


Alcatel


· CRs on 03.73 v.7.0.0

CR #
Tdoc #
Title
company
Comments

A004 r0
C-99-455
Inter-working between SoLSA and GPRS


Ericsson


A005R0
C-99-456
Transfer of the LSA Information to the MS.


Ericsson


A006 r1
C-99-492
Addition of functionality for support of exclusive access
Ericsson


A007r0
C-99-458
Addition of functionality for support of preferential access
Ericsson


· CRs on 03.03 v.7.0.0

CR #
Tdoc #
Title
company
Comments

A021
C-99-493
Definition of escape PLMN code


Ericsson


· CRs on 03.60

CR #
TDoc #
Title
company
Comments

A130
C-99-488
MSISDN in GGSN
CSELT
03.60 v.6.3.1

A131
C-99-489
MSISDN in GGSN


CSELT
03.60 v.7.0.0

A116r1
C-99-459
Tunnelling of Non-GSM Messages
UWCC
Conditionally approved, pending the WI is approved

A.3. Table of outgoing LS

TDoc #
Title
Dest.
CC
comments

C-99-496
Answer to the Liaison Statement on SoLSA exclusive access
SMG 3A
SMG 2A
Attachments: C-99-492 and 493

C-99-497
Answer to SMG1, SMG2 WPA (Cc SMG 3A) to the LS on proposition of CRs concerning the clarification of class-B mode of operation


SMG1, SMG2 WPA
SMG 3A


+ S2-99355.

A.4. Participant list 

See the SA2 participant list.
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