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1. Reason for change

Figure 3 of UMTS 23.07 v040 “QoS Concept” is intended to define the UMTS user. This figure is not clarifying what a UMTS user is. Furthermore, the shown protocol layers contradict the status of architecture decisions specified in UMTS 23.20. Therefore, it is proposed to delete figure 3 and the related Text.

2. PROPoSED CHANGES

6.3
UMTS QoS Classes

When defining the UMTS QoS classes the restrictions and limitations of the air interface have to be taken into account. It is not reasonable to define complex mechanisms as have been in fixed networks due to different error characteristics of the air interface. The QoS mechanisms provided in the cellular network have to be robust and capable of providing reasonable QoS resolution. Table 1 illustrates proposed QoS classes for UMTS. UMTS offers these QoS classes to UMTS user. 
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In the proposal there are four different QoS classes (or traffic classes): 

Conversational class, 

Streaming class, 

Interactive class and 

Background class. 

The main distinguishing factor between these classes is how delay sensitive the traffic is: Conversational class is meant for traffic which is very delay sensitive while Background class is the most delay insensitive traffic class.

Conversational and Streaming classes are mainly intended to be used to carry real-time traffic flows. The main divider between them is how delay sensitive the traffic is. Conversational real-time services, like video telephony, are the most delay sensitive applications and those data streams should be carried in Conversational class.
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