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1.
Introduction

A third generation MSC with both an A interface and an Iu interface (at least CS part in case of separate architecture) needs to distinguish between the BSSAP and the RANAP signaling. This is independent of the selected protocol stack on the PS side.

Both signaling protocols contain parts under the responsibility of RAN WG3 (RR, BSSMAP (08.08)) and of CN WG2 (MM, CC DTAP (04.08)), what for the agreement of the principle is within the responsibility of SA WG2.

We considered two different options to distinguish between signaling:

1. Introduce new discrimination parameter in BSSAP

A new discrimination could be introduced in 08.06 (as has been between DTAP and BSSMAP). But this information is not exploited by #7 signaling, thus limiting flexibility and implementation options, as both signaling must terminated at same end point.

2. Introduce new Sub-System Number in SCCP

For RANAP signaling a new sub-system number in SCCP can be introduced. In general the SSN’s in the range 1000 0000 to 1001 0110 are reserved for GSM specific applications and can be assigned by SMG without involvement of other bodies. With a specific sub-system number the SS#7 traffic can be routed to different end points thus allowing flexibility and freedom in implementation.

2.
Proposal

S2 asks N2 to consider assigning a new sub-system number for RANAP signaling.
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