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This contribution proposes a modelling of the Iu reference point which aims to provide a helpful basis for continuing the specification of specific protocols for Iu in UMTS.





The Iu reference point is defined between the UTRAN and the UMTS core network. Discussions on this subject have suggested that the Iu could be considered as having three logically separate instances. These are:


The Iu connection to the CS-Service domain which provides transport for voice-oriented services


The Iu connection to the PS-Service domain which provides transport for packet-oriented services


The Iu connection to a generic transport "cloud" which can be used to relay Iur connections though the core network.


In actual implemenations these instances may be physically combined, but they remain logically separate.





In order to help future dicussions on Iu it is proposed to explicitly recognise and name these three instances as shown below:
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