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Based on the discussions at the GERAN ad-hoc 21-22 February 2000, the following conclusions were proposed for the GERAN to CN interface. These take into account the technical contributions and the operator requirements, including the need to, as far as possible, reuse existing equipment.

It was agreed that PS domain real time service to be supported by release 2000 GERAN will only be supported on an Iups interface. This decision was made with the following constraints for the further work on the Iups and Gb interfaces between the CN and GERAN:

· A GERAN connected to the CN via the Iups interface shall on legacy transceivers as minimum be able to support the conversational class for the following speech codecs: FR, HR, EFR, AMR  (provided that the legacy transceiver supports the corresponding circuit switched channels). Generally, when defining bearers reuse of existing physical layer definitions should be given preference;

· A GERAN connected to CN via the Iups interface might need new transceivers to support some of the GERAN R00 radio access bearers. In this case it shall be possible to support these radio access bearers on new transceivers installed on BTSs which also have legacy transceivers installed, without unnecessary loss of spectrum efficiency, e.g. due to duplication of broadcast information. 

· For a GERAN connected to CN via the Iups interface it is considered absolutely essential that the current possibilities for multi vendor operation, such as overlaying BSSs, are maintained. To ensure this, it is believed to be necessary that an Iur interface is specified for the GERAN1.

· It was agreed that the Gb interface will not be enhanced to support real time services.

· Further standardised enhancements of the Gb interface can be performed, on a case by case basis, to ensure efficient support for pre-R00 mobiles. It is the understood that major redesign of the Gb interface should, if possible, be avoided. 

In addition to the above points it was found desirable to reuse specification work on UTRAN where relevant.

Further, it was noted that other service requirements to those mentioned above might exist and still need to be identified. One example would be the need to support legacy emergency calls in the PS domain in networks not supporting the CS domain.

1It is noted that it was indicated that prior to final approval of the specifications, the solution must be shown to fully support multi vendor BSS deployment and operation. 

