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1 Introduction

UICC containing SIM or USIM has been identified as an option to meet security and access control requirements of 3GPP and WLAN interworking. In WLAN-3GPP interworking scenarios (scenario 2 and above), both 3GPP based ME and WLAN based ME will need access to (U)ICC device. This contribution formulates requirements for UICC-ME interface from the user’s perspective.

2 Discussion

Assuming laptop as an end user device, the picture below shows three common ways a user can get service from an interworked WLAN-3GPP network. The UICC can reside in any of the devices shown below or in a dedicated (U)SIM card reader. The laptop represents UE containing multiple MEs.  Therefore, it is necessary that all MEs have uniform access to (U)SIM. This is true regardless of which device the UICC actually resides in. Otherwise the user will have to physically move the UICC card to the ME that is going to be used for network access. As an example, assume that 3GPP PC card is ME device that contains UICC card. Further assume that this ME was being used for the network access. Later the user moves into WLAN coverage area. At this time, it will be necessary for WLAN ME to access the UICC card even though the UICC card resides in the 3GPP ME. 
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3 Proposal

To include the following line in clause 6.3.5 (Terminal Aspects)

The UICC card containing the SIM or USIM application shall be accessible to all ME(s) that are present in the end user device irrespective of the physical location of the UICC.
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