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Introduction

Recently the Service Information Function was introduced as an additional OSA requirement for Release 5.

The rational to do so was given as follows:

It shall be possible for OSA application to supply to - and retrieve from - the HE service information. This service information might be used as a way to advertise the OSA application skill and to make other OSA applications “interested” to use it.

We believe it was not intended to request the HE neither to distribute nor to broadcast this service information to anyone. 

However, confusion on this requirement was raised at the recent 3GPP TSG CN5 meeting.

This contribution intends to clarify the purpose on Service Information Function. A relevant Change Request can be found in S1O01078.

Proposal

An OSA client application shall be able to promote its skills in a simple way to other OSA client applications. The Service Information Function described in 22.127 was intended to allow this capability. It shall be possible to receive Service Information from an OSA client at the HE, store it there and later provide it on request to other OSA clients.

The HE itself shall not distribute the service information without request.

The Service Information provided by an OSA client shall:

· Be limited in its size. The maximum size is to be identifed.

· Be unambiguously categorized to one of the following categories:

· Entertainment,

· Information,

· e-Commerce or

· Commercials.

· Provide sufficient information to identify the OSA client application providing this skill.

Conclusion

To avoid further misunderstanding of what the Service Information Function shall provide, it is recommended to follow the above approach and modify the description accordingly. Document S1O078 provides the Change Request to clarify the understanding as pointed out before.

