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1 Introduction

Section 7.3 of 22.976 states that Release 2000 IP multimedia services should be compliant with mainstream IP services.

The term mainstream IP is not defined anywhere. If the term means existing IP Services, it is inadequate. This is because, what's mainstream now may not be so much mainstream in the near future. IP is a fast paced world, rapid development and deployment of new techlologies and  protocols give way to new services and therefore, it is difficult to predict what the mainstream IP services are, when Release 2000 IP multimedia networks are commercially deployed. Therefore, to avoid all this confusion, reference to the term mainstream IP services is removed.

In addition, the very nature of the cellular access is different from the access technologies used the IP networks today.  There are a significant number of cellular users, who have got accustomed to certain services and expect to continue receiving them in the same or enhanced ways. The Release 2000 IP multimedia services must also take these issues into account and include current cellular services to the extent stated in the requirements section. There will be some services specific to cellular access that are not available from other access technologies. For this reason, the compatibility across different access mechanisms must be in the behavior of the common services experienced by the user.

Due to the discussion stated above, it is proposed to modify 22.976 section 7.3 as follows.

2 Proposed Modification

7.3 Service Behaviour Compatibility 
It is important that Release 2000 supports evolving IP multimedia services and applications. The requirement for access independence implies that such multimedia services, e.g. an IP web based Call Forwarding service where a user could access a web page to manipulate her Call Forwarding settings based on any number of input parameters, also have to be compatible with the same IP web based service supported via other accesses such as, e.g., fixed lines. The end user shall thus experience the same service behaviour irrespective of the access methods for services that are common to all the access networks.. 

Many similar (supplementary) services applicable for the evolving IP based multimedia services are as a principle different from the existing GSM standardised supplementary services, see the example of the web based Call Forwarding service above. 

If a choice has to be made for the Release 2000 IP based multimedia services, between being compatible either with IP based services or with existing GSM standardised supplementary services, the service compatibility must be evaluated at case by case.

<end of proposed text>







