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1. Overall Description:

SA1 thanks TSG RAN for the LS asking the following question (taken from RP-210919):

TSG RAN respectfully asks SA1 and CT1 to provide feedback to TSG RAN and RAN2 regarding potential extension of UAC in relation to RedCap devices, including whether any RRC impact is expected.

SA1 observes from TR 38.875 clause 4 that a RedCap UE is reasonably capable and used among others e,g, as industrial wireless sensors, video surveillance, and wearables. SA1 also understands potential needs from TSG RAN point of view to differentiate RedCap UE from others with regards to UAC.
SA1 would like to remind you that UAC has already Operator-defined access categories 32-63. Operator can pick up e.g. a DNN (or an S-NSSAI), link it to one of those Access Categories, and configure application (e.g. industrial wireless sensors) on RedCap UE to use the DNN (or the S-NSSAI) and other UEs not to use it. Then the operator can impose an independent barring rate for the application. If another RedCap UE uses another application (e.g. video surveillance), the operator can use another independent barring rate in the same way. This is simply a matter of configuration; there is no RRC impact.
SA1 understands the system information indication and the early indication in the RACH that your LS mentions are a topic orthogonal to UAC.
As such, SA1 does not see the need to extend UAC for now. However RedCap is new to SA1; SA1 could misunderstand it. SA1 welcomes any further discussion, if TSG RAN considers needed.
2. Actions:

To TSG RAN, 
ACTION:
SA1 respectfully asks TSG RAN to take into account the SA1’s view above that SA1 believes the current UAC is sufficient.
3. Date of Next TSG SA WG1 Meetings:

SA1#95e
23 Aug – 2 Sep 2021 
Electronic Meeting
SA1#96*
15 –19 Nov 2021

Sophia-Antipolis, France

*or 9 – 19 Nov 2021 if e-meeting 
