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Abstract: This contribution discusses issues on the alignment for Relay

1. Introduction 
During the FS_SMARTER, SA1 has identified several requirements to support efficient relay UE operations. Because this is not only applicable to 5GS but also to EPS, SA1 created WI REAR and captured related requirements into TS 22.278. Based on this requirements, further study was done in downstream WGs (e.g. FS_REAR, FeD2D). However, after some initial studies, there has been no more progress in downstream WGs for the support of Relay UE and Remote UE for Rel-14 and Rel-15. Originally, the stage-1 requirements were captured in Rel-14 TS 22.278 and Rel-15 22.261. However, to align with progress of stage-2 and stage-3, the stage-1 requirements were removed from the specification for Rel-14 and for Rel-15 at SA1#83. 
For Rel-16, Stage-1 and stage-2 were frozen already and there is no support for REAR. SA1 needs to again provide alignment CRs to remove the REAR-related requirements from Rel-16 specifications.

2. Discussion
[bookmark: _Toc355779204][bookmark: _Toc354586742][bookmark: _Toc354590101]2.1	Handling Rel-16
In Rel-16, several studies/works were done on the basis of Rel-15 REAR functionalities. Because the assumed REAR feature is not supported, the functionalities introduced in these studies/works need be also removed. 
Following is list of the TSs which includes requirements related to REAR.
· TS 22.278
· TS 22.011
· TS 22.115
· TS 22.261
· TS 22.268
· TS 22.119

[bookmark: _Toc355779206][bookmark: _Toc354586744][bookmark: _Toc354590103]2.2	Handling Rel-17 and later releases.
Currently, support of relay is being discussed in SA2 under SI: FS_5G_ProSe. As the acronym suggests, the scope of this SI is 5GS, not EPS. Also, the name of related RAN SI is FS_NR_SL_Relay. Thus, it is unlikely that E-UTRA is enhanced to support relay operation in Rel-17 and onward. I.e., in these studies, enhancement for E-UTRA, E-UTRAN or EPC is not in scope. 
Observation: While requirement for REAR is captured in EPS TS 22.278, the requirement may actually be implemented by 5GS.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In release 17, SA1’s output from 5GSAT and REFEC was captured into 5G specification, which is TS22.261. These requirements include aspects on Relay.
So, for the better management of specifications, following can be considered for Rel-17 and onwards:
-	Non-REAR related contents in TS 22.278 (e.g. contents from Rel-12 Prose) remains in TS 22.278
-	Only REAR related contents in TS 22.278 and TS 22.101 is moved to TS 22.261.
-	REAR related contents in other TSs is clarified so that the requirement is applicable only to 5GS.
[bookmark: _Toc355779207][bookmark: _Toc354586745][bookmark: _Toc354590104][bookmark: _Toc355779209][bookmark: _Toc354586747][bookmark: _Toc354590106]
3. Proposal 
It is proposed to agree for Rel-16:
· On Rel-16 alignment CRs [1][2][3][4][5][6]
For Rel-17, it is proposed to consider discussion in section 2.2 and conclude on the way forward at next meeting.
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