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As agreed at SA#84, 3GPP SA will have SA-internal Rel-17 content discussions and prioritization at SA#85 meeting (September 17-20 2019). The prioritization exercise will already start in the weeks before the meeting. 

This document includes a first draft of the prioritization excel sheet and some more details on the related process. 

Please be aware that the prioritization is only needed for SA2 items. All other SA WG chairs indicated that so far they see no need for prioritization o R17 items in their groups as they should have enough time to complete all issues at the table in-time. Note that as part of this prioritization exercise we will not discuss RAN items. SA will have discussions with RAN on the Wednesday (September 18th) of our meeting on Release 17 issues. 

The attached excel sheet is the outcome of discussions with the SA WG chairs and the SA rapporteurs of Rel-17 Study/Work Items. The workbook includes a first draft of the main “Prioritization List”. It includes all the current and foreseeable SA2 Rel-17 items we got aware of so far. 

Note that it includes also items which are currently not yet S/WIDs in SA2 but either can be expected to start soon or might be needed due to further development of stage 1 (indicated in italics/blue color). The list will be stable by August 24. 

On the second sheet of the workbook (“Information Collection”) you can see the information collected so far, which might give better insight on why certain items appear on the list. 

The Excel doesn’t differenciate between Study and Work Item – all Items are listed as if they were WIDs, as in the end it will be the normative work that counts. 

Release 17 Planning (AI 7)
· August 24: After the next SA1 meeting (August 19-23 in Sophia Antipolis) – SA Chair will send round the final version of the prioritization excel template.

· August 24 – September 4: Each company (*) can select a maximum of 10 items from the prioritization list (**), puts them in the excel sheet and sends the sheet to the SA Chair. Companies can decide to select less than 10 items. Deadline for sending the prioritized list back to me is September 4th 2019, 12:00 (noon) CEST. 

· September 4 – 11: SA Chair will create an accumulated excel sheet, which will show

· How each company voted individually, i.e. all individual company prioritizations received will be public

· Total sum of all votes for each item

· Sum for three different categories: Operators / Vendors / Verticals (***)  

Additionally a slide set with the outcome of this prioritization exercise might be created.

· SA#85 (September 17 – 20): The accumulated excel sheet will be used as a starting point for Rel-17 content discussions in SA.  Means: whatever numbers result, they will not automatically determine the content of R17. But it is expected that the numbers will give good guidance and show at least a number of items which are clearly in or clearly out. The main part of this discussion is on the agenda of Tuesday 17th September. 

Footnotes

(*) What is a company? Companies which have several memberships / votes shall only send in one filled-out prioritized list. Only companies which intend to actively participate in the related technical work should send in a prioritized list. If there is reason to be suspicious about how the process is used the SA chair will ask back at the people sending in the lists. MRPs are not regarded as companies in the sense of the voting, i.e. an MRP cannot participate in the prioritization but companies which are members of the MRP and 3GPP can.

(**) A company cannot accumulate several “points” to a single item, i.e. each item can receive a maximum of one “point” per company. The excel sheet will give guidance in case of a mistake.

(***) Those are the three categories that were wisely used last time in RAN and it seems people were ok with it.  Each company has to choose one of these categories when filling out the excel table.

Please note additionally

· The R17 timeline will only be finalized by December 2019. This means that we cannot yet reliably say how much time we have to work on R17 and therefore we might end up with a number of items of which we cannot say reliably by the end of SA#85 whether they will be in or not in R17.

· It was agreed to leave a buffer for additional requirements coming from RAN or other SA groups to SA2.

· The final content of Release 17 will also depend on discussions between SA and RAN.

· Presentations, discussion papers etc from individual companies or groups of companies on their preferences for prioritization are explicitly not requested. Companies, organizations, MRPs are not encouraged to bring contributions of such style. This was a clear indication from SA#84, as the focus of the meeting should be on the discussion. If companies still decide to bring such contributions they will be handled with low priority and might either not be presented at all or with very limited time for presentation and discussion. 

· The details of SA2 SID/WIDs or any kind of down-scoping of SA2 items is not subject to discussion at this SA plenary meeting. The content of WIDs/SIDs can of course be discussed as part of the normal procedures, but this will not be triggered by or taken account during the prioritization discussion.
