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1. Overall Description:

CT4 thanks SA2 for the LS on the number of bearers (S2-176693).  CT4 discussed the impacts of supporting larger number of bearers.
SA2 question:

SA2 kindly requests CT4 to provide feedback on whether it would be feasible, in the Rel-15 time frame, to handle the core network protocol impacts of extending the maximum number of EPS bearer ID and NSAPI related parameters to 15 or 16.
CT4 response:

GTP-C currently allows to encode a maximum of 16 NSAPI values and 11 EPS Bearer Identity values. 

5 other values exist for the EPS bearer identity, but 1 value has a specific semantic and 4 values are "reserved" which could result in legacy entities rejecting messages with these values according to GTP-C error handling requirements. 
It is possible to extend the maximum number of EPS bearer identities to 15 in Rel-15, with protocol changes potentially impacting the MME, SGW and PGW.
2. Actions:

To SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CT4 asks SA2 group to take the above response into account. 
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