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4.2.2 Enterprise environment

A 5G PVN provides many benefits for the enterprise environment. The two main areas of impact are in providing a LAN emulation capability that will interwork with and enhance existing WLAN and fixed LANs in the enterprise and as a replacement LAN technology that eliminates the need for other WLAN and fixed LAN deployments. In a LAN emulation scenario, an existing WLAN or fixed LAN is enhanced for wider area coverage using the cellular radio and greater mobility for UEs. In a LAN replacement scenario, the 5G PVN provides all LAN-type services, without the need for other wireless or fixed LAN installations, with all of the additional benefits of having access to the 5G PVN via a PLMN.

Since the 5G PVN uses the same technology as the PLMN, access to LAN-type services is no longer restricted to low range wireless or fixed proximity. A UE can communicate with any other UE that is a member of the 5G PVN from anywhere there is 5G service. This means users do not have to be in the same location to access files, databases, or other office equipment, allowing the flexibility to work remotely, including from a customer premise or other off-site location. Employees of a large multi-site company can access equipment in their home office even while visiting other locations.

A 5G PVN can support devices that have subscriptions from various network operators, allowing an enterprise the flexibility for employees to use their own devices for both personal and work related communications. Using a 5G PVN allows the enterprise to further minimize equipment needs for employees who will be enabled to use their smartphone, tablet, or laptop to both access other devices on the 5G PVN, including printers, databases, cloud storage, that they use to contact their customers and suppliers that are not members of the 5G PVN. This flexibility increases employee productivity in a cost effective manner.

