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*********** Start of Change 1 ************

4.1.2
What constitutes a shared RAN
A Hosting RAN Provider may share RAN resources with Participating Operators in various ways. 
In the context of the current study it is assumed that at least

-
a set of Radio Base Stations (RBS) 

are shared for use by Participating Operators. 

The sharing agreement between Hosting RAN Provider and Participating Operators may or may not include

-
Sharing of a part of the radio spectrum of the Hosting RAN Provider

For example, a MVNO as a Participating Operator would use the spectrum provided by the Hosting RAN Provider.

In the context of the current study the sharing of Core network nodes, while not excluded, is not considered.

*********** End of Change 1 ************
*********** Start of Change 2 ************
Typically RAN sharing arises out of the following situations:

-
A Greenfield deployment – two operators jointly agree to build out a new technology (typically 4G). At the outset, the new shared network infrastructure and operations can be based on capacity and coverage requirements of both operators. The operator can e.g. fund built-on 50:50 or according to their expected needs.
-
Buy-in – when one of the sharing operator has already built (4G for example) and looking for another operator to share this network. In this case, the second operator would typically either pay a capacity usage fee or up-front fee to acquire in the network.
-
Maximise cost savings – two operators agree to share the maintenance of existing assets (e.g., 2G), each operator covering a different geographical area, possibly with some mutual overlaps. In this case the maintenance costs can be reduced for each operator.
-
Maintain an obsolescent network – three operators each own 2G, 3G, and 4G networks, The 2G networks are obsolescent but are still needed to support existing services (e.g. roaming customers and long-term M2M communication requirements). The amount of use would not justify each operator owning and maintaining their own 2G network so one (maybe 2) shared 2G networks are kept that can be used by all operators in that country or region.
*********** End of Change 2 ************
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